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FORMER UNION 
MINISTER YK 

ALAGH DIES, PM 
PAYS TRIBUTES 

New Delhi: The inaugural edition of the Women’s IPL is set to kick off 
on early 2023. The much-awaited mega event will be held in India right 
before the men’s IPL. While there is over a two-month window for the 
men’s version, Women’s IPL is reportedly set to have a 15-day window.

Ahmedabad: Noted economist and former union 
minister Yoginder Kumar Alagh, 83, passed away 
on Tuesday at his residence in Ahmedabad after 
a brief age-related illness. PM Modi expressed 
anguish over death of Yoginder Kumar Alagh.

WOMEN’S IPL MATCH LIKELY TO BEGIN ON MARCH 7 FRANK, THOUGHT 
PROVOKING: 

KANT CALLS G20 
SHERPAS TALK

Udaipur: Frank and thought-provoking discussions 
were held with the G20 Sherpas who participated in 
the very fi rst G20 Sherpa meeting in Udaipur under 
India’s Presidency, said India’s G20 Sherpa Amitabh 
Kant who is presiding entire meeting.  P6,7

 Filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri 
on Tuesday apologised to HC 
here for his tweets against 
Justice S Muralidhar, who is 
current CJI of Orissa High 
Court and was a former 
Delhi HC judge. An affi davit 
to that effect was fi led by 
Agnihotri withdrawing his

statement against the judge 
and tendering his apology.

 SC on Tuesday questioned 
CBI, ED over the slow pace of 
trial against Christian Michel 
James, alleged middleman in 
the AgustaWestland chopper 
scam. Probe agencies have 
lodged 2 cases in the case.

TMC’s Saket Gokhale held in Jpr over 
‘fake tweet’, in police custody till Dec 8
First India Bureau

Jaipur/Ahmedabad: 
The Gujarat Police ar-
rested TMC’s national 
spokesperson Saket 
Gokhale on 
T u e s d a y 
over a tweet 
endorsing 
an alleged 
fake news 
about PM Modi’s visit to 
Morbi after a bridge col-
lapse incident there. 
Gokhale was detained 
from Jaipur airport 
during the early hours 
by Ahmedabad Cyber 
Crime Cell. He was sent 
to two-day police custo-
dy after interrogation.

He was held for his tweet endorsing an alleged fake news about Modi’s visit to Morbi

Gokhale recently tweeted a 
news clipping which appeared 
to have been published in a 
leading Gujarati newspaper. 
The news clipping claimed a 
query under the RTI revealed 
the Gujarat govt had spent
`30 crore on PM Modi’s visit 
to Morbi after a bridge col-
lapsed there in October.

THE ‘FAKE’ TWEET

Jaipur: WB CM and TMC 
supremo Mamata Banerjee 
on Tuesday at Jaipur Airport 
said that she condemned the 
BJP government’s “vindictive 
attitude”. “It’s a very bad, and 
sad (incident). Saket (Gokhale) 
is a bright man. He is very 
popular on social media. 
He has made no mistake.”

GOKHALE MADE NO 
MISTAKE: MAMATA

‘DIDI’ OFFERS PRAYERS!

(T) West Bengal 
Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee 
visits Ajmer Sharif 
Dargah on Tuesday. 
(L) ‘Didi’ offers 
prayers at Brahma 
Temple in Pushkar 
on Tuesday.   P2

NOBODY SHOULD GO TO 
SLEEP EMPTY STOMACH: 
TOP COURT TELLS GOVT
New Delhi: It is our culture to 
ensure nobody goes to sleep 
empty stomach, SC said on 
Tuesday, asked Centre to see to 
it that foodgrains under NFSA 
reaches last man. A bench of 
Justices MR Shah, Hima Kohli 
directed Centre to submit a 
fresh chart with no. of migrant 
and unorganised sect workers 
registered on eShram portal.

Court frames charges 
against Ashish Mishra

Lucknow: A court in 
Uttar Pradesh on Tues-
day framed charges 
against Union minister 
Ajay Kumar Mishra’s 
son Ashish Mishra and 
12 others over the last 
year’s violence in Lakh-
impur Kheri that killed 
eight people. Ajay Ku-
mar is the Union Minis-
ter of  State for Home 
Affairs. The court has 
framed charges of  mur-
der, criminal conspira-
cy, and related offences 
against his son Ashish 
and others. 

LAKHIMPUR 
KHERI VIOLENCE

OTHER COURT ORDERS

WINTER SESSION OF PARLIAMENT FROM TODAY

MODI GOVT PLANS TO 
INTRODUCE 16 BILLS

Gujarat and HP results to have 
bearing on the Parl proceedings 

Parl to continue till Dec 29; 17 
sittings spread over 23 days

Moni Sharma

New Delhi: The results 
of  the Assembly elec-
tions in Gujarat and 
Himachal Pradesh on 
Dec 8are likely to play 
out during the Winter 
session of  Parliament 
beginning today. The 
government plans to in-
troduce 16 bills during 
17 sittings in the ses-
sion, while the Congress 
will seek to corner the 
government over a host 
of  issues, including the 
situation on the border 
with China.

Meanwhile, an all-
party meet was con-
ducted on Tuesday to 
discuss the issues that 
might come up during 
the sessions over the 
next few days. RS Secre-
tariat has released a 
Code of  Conduct for its 
members. In the meet, 
Congress raised ques-
tions on hasty appoint-
ment of  ECI, China-In-
dia border, GST and 
other issues. While the 
BJD demanded passage 
of  women reservation 
bill, the Shiv Sena’s 
Shinde faction wanted 
the population control 
bill. Leaders from more 
than 30 parties took 
part in the meeting.

Rajnath Singh, Pralhad Joshi, Arjun Ram Meghwal, Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury, Derek O Brien, 
Sudip Bandyopadhyay, TR Baalu and others attend an all-party meeting in the Parliament 
Library Building, on the eve of the Winter Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

AMONG THE 16 NEW BILLS...
EYE ON THE IMPORTANT ONES 

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
PARLIAMENT WINTER SESSION

 National Dental 
Commission Bill

 National Nursing 
and Midwifery 
Commission Bill

 Multi-State 
Cooperative 
Societies 
(Amendment) Bill

 Cantonment Bill

 The Old Grant 
(Regulation) Bill

 The Forest 
(Conservation) 
Amendment Bill 

 Coastal 
Aquaculture 
Authority 
(Amendment) Bill

 1st session 
when VP Jagdeep 
Dhankhar will chair 
as Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha

 Parliament to 
pay respect to SP 
patriarch Mu-
layam Singh Yadav 
passed away in Oct

 It is likely to be 
the last Parliament 
session to be held 
in the existing 
Parliament House

 PM Modi is 
likely to interact 
with media on day 
1 of winter session
on Parliament today

DR AMBEDKAR’S 
STRUGGLES 
GAVE HOPE TO 
MILLIONS!

Congress leaders 
Sonia Gandhi, 
Mallikarjun Kharge 
and Adhir Ranjan 
Chowdhury 
stand in front of 
portrait of Dr BR 
Ambedkar while 
paying tribute in 
a ceremony on 
latter’s death anniv 
at Parl lawn.  P5

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice 
President Jagdeep Dhankhar, PM 
Narendra Modi, LS Speaker Om Birla 
and Union Minister Virendra Kumar 
paid fl oral tribute to Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar on his Mahaparinirvan 
Diwas at Parliament premises on 
Tuesday. Modi said that his struggles 
gave hope to millions and his efforts 
to give India such an extensive 
Constitution can never be forgotten.

PHOTOS BY HIMANSHU SHARMA AND ANAND SHARMA

WORLD BANK BUMPS 
UP INDIA’S GROWTH 
TO 6.9 PERCENT 
New Delhi: The World 
Bank has predicted the 
Indian economy to grow at 
6.9 per cent in the current 
fi scal year. The World 
Bank raised its forecast for 
India’s growth to 6.9% for 
the current fi scal year from 
6.5% earlier. 

UPSC CIVIL SERVICES 
MAINS RESULT OF
2022 DECLARED
New Delhi: Union Public 
Service Commission 
has declared UPSC Civil 
Services Mains Result 2022 
on Tuesday. The written 
exam was conducted from 
September 16 to September 
25, 2022. 2,529 candidates 
were eligible to write exams.

JET AIRWAYS REVIVAL 
HITS NEW SNAG, BANKS 
PUSH BACK ON FUNDS
New Delhi: Lenders to 
bankrupt Jet Airways India 
Ltd. are resisting a court-
approved resolution plan, 
further delaying the former 
No. 1 private airline’s return 
to the skies, according to 
people familiar with the 
matter said on Tuesday.

READ
CrucialCrucialBHARAT JODO YATRA’S 90TH DAY: 2ND DAY IN RAJASTHAN

RAHUL GIVES FLYING KISSES 
TO PEOPLE AT BJP OFFICE

Jhalawar: Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi 
began his yatra on 
Tuesday morning on a 
rather interesting note, 
giving flying kisses to 
people who gathered at 
the BJP Jhalawar of-
fice’s rooftop to catch a 
glimpse of  the march.

This comes a day after 
he targeted the saffron 
party and the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, 
asking why they were 
not chanting ‘Jai Siyar-
am’ & ‘Hey Ram’.Yatra 
resumed from Khel 
Sankul. UDH minister 
Shanti Dhariwal will 
also accompany the 
Yatra till Rangpur on 
Wednesday. Instead of  
Jagpura, Rahul’s jour-

ney will start from 
Anantpura entry gate. 
Yatra ended on the 2nd 
day at Hiriya Khedi in 
Kota. The journey of  
22.5 kms was completed 
at around 6 pm. From 
here onwards, Rahul 
left for the Moru Kala in 
Darra in a vehicle for 
night stay.  More on P8

Rahul Gandhi, CM Ashok Gehlot, KC Venugopal, Randeep Surjewala, 
Govind Singh Dotasra, Sachin Pilot and other leaders walk as Bharat 
Jodo Yatra starts from Khel Sankul on early Tuesday in Jhalawar.

The Yatra is covered by First India reporting team, Amit 
Mishra, Aditi Nagar, Yogesh Sharma, Bhanwar S Charan, 

Dimple Sharma, Tripti Gautam & Arif Mansoori and 
Photojournalist Santosh Sharma

Rahul Gandhi waves at BJP supporters while leading yatra in Jhalawar.

MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS
 All programmes of stay 
in Kota of Rahul Gandhi and 
the yatra are cancelled now

 Yatra will run non-stop for 
24 km on Wednesday after 
night rest in Jagpura

 Night City Tour, dialogue 
with the coaching students 
on December 8 has also 
been cancelled, Rahul will  
not address the media also

OTHER TOP 
RAJ STORIES

 The Rajasthan High 
Court on Tuesday issued 
notices to Assembly 
Speaker Dr CP Joshi and 
Vidhan Sabha secretary 
in connection with the 
resignations of the 91 
Congress MLAs  P3

ACB  teams on Tuesday 
raided premises of 2 govt 
employees for owning 
assets disproportionate to 
their income and found 
that they owned over 2 kg 
gold, 35 kg silver, a BMW 
car, exotic pets and many 
fl ats and shops  P3

Jaipur police issues 
lookout notice for Rohit 
Godara, who claimed 
responsibility for Raju 
Thehat murder, in a case 
of Rs 17 crore extortion 
from a businessman in 
Shiprapath, Jaipur P2

A 12-year-old boy died 
and over 80 people 
fell ill after allegedly 
consuming contaminated 
water in Rajasthan’s 
Karauli district, offi cials 
said on Tuesday. Principal
CMO said 48 children 
were admitted here P3
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Shiv Prakash Purohit 

Jodhpur: The 23rd edi-
tion of  Jodhpur Polo 
commenced on Tues-
day. There will be four 
tournaments and eight 
one-day matches this 
season, which will run 
till 31 December. 

The Polo game was 
revived in Jodhpur in 
1993 under the patron-
age of  former Mahara-
ja Gaj Singh. Since then 
22 seasons of  this game 
have been played in 
Jodhpur. Honorary Sec-
retary of  Jodhpur Polo 
and Equestrian Insti-
tute Jagjit Singh said 

that the 23rd Jodhpur 
Polo Season 2022 will be 
held at Maharaja Gaj 
Singh Sports Founda-
tion Polo Ground, Air 
Force Road, Pabupura 
from Dec 6 to Dec 31 un-
der the aegis of  Jodh-

pur Polo and Equestri-
an Institute, Jodhpur.

In this season, four 
tournaments and eight 
one-day exhibition 
matches will be played. 
All these matches will 
be played from 3 pm on-

wards. There will be 
four tournaments in the 
polo season. This will 
include Umaid Bhawan 
Palace Cup Arena Polo 
(4 goals) between Dec 6 
to Dec 9, HH Maharaja 
of  Jodhpur Cup (8 

goals), Rajputana and 
Central India Cup (10 
goals) between Dec 19 to 
Dec 24 and Maharaja of  
Jodhpur Golden Jubilee 
Cup (10 goals) tourna-
ment taking place from 
Dec 27 to Dec 31.

Jodhpur Polo Season commences with flying colours
LET’S PLAY POLO!



4 tournaments 
and 8 one-day 

exhibition 
matches will 

be played 
throughout the 

schedule of 
23rd Jodhpur 

Polo Season at 
three different 

venues

8 new emergency services 
to begin at JK Lon today

IT’S IMPORTANT TO VISIT PUSHKAR
FOR COMMUNAL HARMONY: MAMATA

Shubham Jain 

Ajmer: West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee, who 
reached Ajmer from 
New Delhi on Tuesday, 
said that Bengal and 
Rajasthan have a dif-
ferent relationship. 
Many people from Ra-
jasthan live in Bengal, 
many IAS and IPS in 
Bengal are also from 
Rajasthan. When she 
was the Union railway 
minister, she made a 
scheme and had to fight 
a lot to unite the coun-
try. She said that it is 
very important to visit 
Pushkar for communal 
harmony. People of  Ra-
jasthan and West Ben-

gal share a different re-
lationship, added West 
Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee. 
From Kishangarh air-
port, she reached Kh-
waja Moinuddin Chish-
ti’s dargah for Ziyarat 
and offered chadar. 
Khadim Syed Muqad-
das Moini got the Zi-
yarat done. 

She also met Ajmer 
Dargah Diwan Zainul 
Abedin.The health of  
Dargah Diwan is not go-
ing well for some time as 
such Banerjee inquired 
about his health. After 
this, she reached Circuit 
House for rest and from 
there she worshiped and 
visited Brahma temple 
at Pushkar.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Governor Kalraj 
Mishra on Tuesday inau-
gurated the OR code de-
signed for giving finan-
cial assistance to the 
Governor’s Relief  Fund. 
From now, the financial 
assistance can be direct-
ly deposited in the bank 
account of  Governor’s 
Relief  Fund through a 
QR code. The QR code 
has been created by 
State Bank of  India.

Kalraj Mishra de-
scribed the initiative as 
part of  ‘Digital India’. 
He said that after be-
coming the Governor, 
his priority is to in-
crease the scope of  the 
relief  fund through in-
novation. Chief  Man-
ager of  State Bank of  
India Dhirendra Kumar 
Das informed that with 
the creation of  the QR 
code of  the Governor’s 
Relief  Fund, people will 
now be able to donate 
their money in a com-
pletely secure form to 
help the needy.

Firsr India Bureau

Jaipur:  The Jaipur po-
lice has also launched a 
man hunt for Rohit 
Godara, who is wanted 
of  Punjab Police. Rohit 
had reached Azerbai-
jan via Dubai from Bi-
kaner by making a 
passport with a fake 
name of  Pawan. The 
Jaipur police is now 

looking for him in the 
case of  extortion of  Rs 
17 crore from a busi-
nessman in Shiprapath 
police station area. 

Commissioner Anand 
Srivastava said that a 
lookout notice has been 
issued for Rohit 
Godara. Help has also 

been sought from Inter-
pol through the police 
headquarters. Rohit is 
likely to be in Italy.

After the murder of  

gangster Raju Thehat 
in Sikar, Rohit Godara 
has claimed the respon-
sibility on the social 
media.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Additional 
Chief  Secretary – PHED 
Dr Subodh Agarwal on 
Tuesday directed con-
cerned Chief  Engineers 
and Additional Chief  
Engineers to take strict 
action against the firms 
for negligence in work.

He fixed the deadline 
for the contractor firms 
to bring requisite speed 
in various projects by 
December 31, 2022. He 
said that if  the progress 
of  the work is not posi-
tive then along with 
blacklisting these firms, 

the process of  taking 
back the project and re-
tendering will be started.

The officer was re-
viewing the progress of  
various drinking water 
projects and Jal Jeevan 
Mission on Tuesday. He 
directed officials to im-

pose penalties on con-
cerned firms for slow 
progress of  works and 
field engineers should 
submit reports over the 
delay in the projects.

Representatives of  
the contractor firms also 
took  part in meeting.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: State’s largest 
hospital for newborns, 
JK Lon Hospital has 
come up with a new fa-
cility for the relatives of  
patients in Jaipur. There 
will be eight types of  
emergency tests availa-
ble in the hospital 24 
hours a day. 

The facility will be 
started from Wednesday  
and this will be a huge 
respite for relatives of  
severe patients, who 
have to go to SMS Hospi-
tal late at night with 
samples for examina-

tion. Hospital Superin-
tendent Dr RK Gupta 
said that tests for S cal-
cium in blood, liver 
function, S bilirubin, 
and kidney tests includ-
ing creatinine, electro-
lytes SGOT, SGPT and 
blood ultra will now be 
available in the hospital 
premises itself.

During the visit of WB CM Mamata Banerjee police 
personnel were deployed around the Dargah.

West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee inquired about health of Dargah Diwan Zainul Abedin 
at latter’s home on Tuesday.  —PHOTOS BY ANAND SHARMA & HIMANSHU SHARMA

Mamata Banerjee greets people on her arrival at Dargah on Tuesday.

ACS Dr Subodh Agarwal along with other offi cials on Tuesday.

Jpr police is looking for Rohit Godara in extortion case of `17 crore.

Two horse-riders trying to take lead during Umaid Bhawan Palace 
Cup Arena Polo match on Tuesday.

Players and offi cials of Jodhpur Polo and Equestrian Institute airing 
the balloons to mark the beginning of the tournament.

Governor Kalraj Mishra during the QR code launch on Tuesday. Subir 
Kumar, GR Jaiswal, Sandhya Sharma & Kavita Singh are also seen.

Many Rajasthanis 
live in Bengal and 
many IAS, IPS in 
Bengal are from 
Rajasthan: Mamata

North Western Railway 
records rise in crime 
compared to last year

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: Increasing 
crime in trains contin-
ues to be a challenge 
for the railway admin-
istration. Incidents of  
crime in North West-
ern Railway (NWR)
shows that these have 
almost doubled as com-
pared to last year.

North Western Rail-
way has been promot-
ing state-of-the-art tech-
nology for passengers’ 
safety in trains. How-
ever, despite monitor-
ing, statistics related to 
crime are shocking. 
Passengers are not get-
ting a safe environment 
at major railway sta-
tions in all four divi-
sions of  North Western 
Railway i.e. Jaipur, 
Jodhpur, Bikaner and 
Ajmer divisions. How-
ever, railway adminis-
tration is continuously 
increasing the security 
arrangements at sta-
tions. Hi-tech CCTV 
(closed-circuit televi-

sion) cameras, luggage 
scanners, dog squad 
and RPF (Railway Pro-
tection Force) are more 
prepared at Jaipur 
junction than before. 
Despite this, in 2022, al-
most double the num-
ber of  crimes have been 
registered. Women can 
register complaints on 
182 in matters related to 
security.



CASES REGISTERED

No safe environment 
at major railway 
stations in all four 
divisions of North 
Western Railway

Now, QR code for donations 
in Governor’s Relief Fund

Governor Kalraj Mishra inspected the Governor’s Sec-
retariat on the Raj Bhavan premises on Tuesday. He 

visited various sections and closely observed the work. 
Necessary guidelines were also given by him. Principal 
Secy to Governor, Subir Kumar informed him about 
Governor’s Relief Fund Section, Appeal Section, Higher 
Education, Tribal Cell, security offi ce, establishment and 
accounts. Governor instructed offi cers to timely dispose 
off the pending cases, computerization, and other works. 
Governor Kalraj Mishra will visit Alwar on Wednesday. He 
will leave from Jaipur to Sariska Palace at 10:30 am and 
is scheduled to reach there at 12:30 pm.

GUV MISHRA INSPECTS RAJ BHAWAN

Jpr police issues lookout notice for Rohit Godara

ACS PHED Agarwal reviews delay 
in JJM and other major projects

Jaipur (PTI): Fatehpur 
in Sikar was recorded as 
the coldest place in Ra-
jasthan Monday night 
with a minimum temper-
ature of  3.9 degrees Cel-
sius, officials said. 
Among other places, the 
minimum temperature 
recorded last night was 
4.2 degrees Celsius at 
Churu, 5 degrees Celsius 

at Sikar, 6 degrees Celsi-
us at Karauli, 6.8 degrees 
Celsius in Alwar, 6.9 de-
grees Celsius in Nagaur 
and 7.4 degrees Celsius in 
Sangaria (Hanuman-
garh) and Pilani (Jhunj-
hunu), according to the 
met department. The 
minimum temperature at 
the capital city of  Jaipur 
was 10.4 degree Celsius.

Sikar’s Fatehpur coldest at 3.9° C

OBC quota row: 
Ex-jawans open 
front against govt

POLICE NABS TWO FROM SHRI DUNGARGARH 
IN RAJU THEHAT’S MURDER CONNECTION

Mukesh Mathrani 

Barmer:  The OBC res-
ervation discrepancy is-
sue is becoming a big 
hurdle for the Gehlot 
govt. Now, Ex-service-
men open a front against 
the Gehlot govt. Hun-
dreds of  ex- servicemen 
protested outside the 
collectorate in Barmer 
and opposed the govern-
ment decision. It men-
tioned here that facing 
strong protest from the 
OBC community Gehlot 
govt had recently 
amended the OBC reser-
vation quota. Now, Ex-
servicemen are oppos-
ing this decision saying 
that the government is 
trying to divide soldiers 
into casteism. They de-
manded to create a sin-
gle merit list.

It mentioned here that 
for the past few months 
veteran Congress leader 
Harish Chaudhary had 
opened the front against 
his party govt on the 
OBC reservation dis-
crepancy issue. Chaud-
hary had launched state 
wide protests and even 
made a personal attack 
on CM Gehlot. Later to 
pacify the anger of  the 
OBC community last 
week the Gehlot govt 
made an amendment in 
OBC quota.

Bikaner: In Raju Thehat murder case, the police are prob-
ing the Bikaner connection. The accused were extended 
monetary and vehicle help from Bikaner. The police have 
taken possession of the bank’s DVR for CCTV footage. Two 
youth from Shri Dungargarh have also been detained by the 
Sikar police. About a month and a half ago, Rs 40,000 were 
transferred from Bikaner to Haryana’s shooter Jatin from 
an E-Mitra center in Bichwal police station area of Bikaner, 
said the police. The records of centre have been taken into 
custody. Sikar police had come to Bikaner on Tuesday in 
this matter.

Rohit had earlier 
taken responsibility 
of Raju Thehat’s 
murder case
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TO BOOST TOURISM

Nirmal Tiwari 

Jaipur: Wildlife enthu-
siasts going for Ranth-
ambore Tiger Safari 
can now enjoy boating 
in Palighat Gharial 
Sanctuary and also en-
joy a stay on the banks 
of  Chambal as the For-
est Department will 
soon arrange tents, 
boating and other fa-
cilities here.

Ranthambore Nation-
al Reserve in Sawai 
Madhopur district is fa-
mous for tigers. On the 

same lines, the Cham-
bal river flowing in the 
Khandar tehsil area of  
Sawai Madhopur dis-
trict, home to alligators 

and crocodiles and it 
will be developed as an-
other major centre for 
tourism. Tourists com-
ing to Ranthambore for 

tiger safari will now be 
able to see migratory 
birds for free.

AK Yadav, DFO of  
the National Chambal 
Gharial Project, said 
that the distance of  
Pali Ghat is just 30 
minutes from R’bore, 
to facilitate the tour-
ists, urinals have been 
installed at various 
places and arrange-
ments for drinking wa-
ter have been made. 
Tents have been put up 
with Cafeteria and re-
freshment facilities.

Boating, camp stay at Ranthambore Safari soon

Alligators at Palighat Gharial Sanctuary.  —FILE PHOTO

ACB raids Govt officers’ premises
CASH, JEWELLERY WORTH CRORES, EXOTIC PETS RECOVERED

Raids were conducted at six locations linked to two Govt officers in Jaipur
Navin Sharma

Jaipur: The Rajasthan 
ACB conducted search-
es at more than 6 places 
across Jaipur on Tues-
day. The search was con-
ducted at the locations 
of  Information Assis-
tant Pratibha Kamal of  
DOIT (Department of  
Information Technolo-
gy) and Deepak Gupta, 
AAO of  Discom.

During the search, Rs 
22 lakh cash, 1 kg gold, 2 
kg silver, 6 cars includ-
ing BMW were found 
from Pratibha Kamal’s 
house. At the same time, 
gold watches and orna-
ments have been found 
from Deepak Gupta’s 
residence. Also, a mini 
home theater was built 
inside Deepak’s house. 
Actually, this search of  
ACB was done against 
government officials for 
disproportionate assets 
and misuse of  position. 
ACB has raided two plac-
es of  both the govern-
ment officials in Jaipur.

DG ACB BL Soni in-

formed that in Jaipur 
itself, ACB has received 
Rs 14 lakh in cash from 
the premises of  Deepak 
Gupta of  Discom. Addi-
tionally, 1 kg gold, 32 kg 
silver, 3 star hotel part-

nership papers have 
also been found. Along 
with Deepak Gupta’s 
house, a luxury home 
theatre, an African 
gray parrot, chow-chow 
Chinese dog (one pair), 

2 gold watches and oth-
er imported watches, 
mini gym, passport (for 
UAE visit with family), 
costly chandeliers and 
home appliances, fans/
lights/doors with sen-

sors and 13 ACs have 
been found in the 
house. Moreover, ex-
pensive carpets and 
documents of  many 
firms and properties 
were also found.

1) Accused Deepak Gupta. 2)  Mini theatre, luxury watches, imported puppies, exotic birds and huge amount of cash recovered in raids. 

Collector Ankit Kumar Singh conducts water inspection in Hindaun. AAO CAUGHT 
RED-HANDED 
WITH `2,000 BRIBE

CHAMBAL GHARIAL 
SANCTUARY

Udaipur: The ACB Special 
Unit in Udaipur caught red-
handed Hiralal Meghwal, 
Additional Administra-
tive Offi cer posted at the 
Offi ce of District Logistics 
Offi cer-I, Udaipur, while ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 2,000 
from the complainant, said 
an offi cial. The bureau had 
received a complaint that 
the accused was seeking 
bribe in lieu of giving a 
copy of the order for the 
restoration of the suspend-
ed ration centre licence. 
The complaint was verifi ed 
under the supervision of 
ACB DIG Rajendra Prasad 
Goyal and ASP Umesh 
Ojha. During the verifi ca-
tion of the complaint, bribe 
of Rs. 1,000 was received 
from the complainant.

The border of Khandar 
tehsil and Sheopur dis-
trict of Madhya Pradesh, 
or rather the Chambal 
river, which divides 
the border of the two 
provinces, at the National 
Chambal Gharial Sanctu-
ary, located in the Pali 
Gram Panchayat area, 
gives tourists the oppor-
tunity to see alligators. 
The distance of the Gha-
rial Project built on Pali 
Ghat is just 30 minutes 
from Ranthambore.

Contaminated water: 
boy dies, 80 taken ill

Karauli (PTI): A 
12-year-old boy died 
and over 80 people fell 
ill after allegedly con-
suming contaminated 
water in Rajasthan’s 
Karauli district, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Principal Chief  
Medical Officer Dr 
Pushpendra Gupta 
said since December 3, 
86 people from areas 
like Badapada, Kasai-
bada, Shahganj and 
Bayaniya have been 
admitted to the 
medical ward of  the 
district hospital on 
complaints of  vomit-
ing and diarrhoea due 

to consumption of  con-
taminated water.

He said 48 children 
were also admitted in 
the infant ward of  the 
hospital.

“A total of  86 people 
arrived in the medical 
ward of  the hospital till 
Tuesday evening, out of  
which 54 people have 
been discharged while 
32 people are under 
treatment,” Gupta said.

Of the total 
patients, 48 are 
children admitted 
in the infant ward

CAUSE OF DEATH

MLAs’ resignations: HC issues notice 
to Speaker Joshi, Vidhan Sabha Secy
Kamal Kant

Jaipur: The Rajasthan 
High Court on Tuesday 
issued notices to Assem-
bly Speaker Dr CP Joshi 
and the Vidhan Sabha 
Secretary in connection 
with the resignations of  
91 Congress MLAs. The 
resignations have been 
pending with Joshi for 
over two months.

Senior advocate He-
mant Nahta, the counsel 
for Deputy LoP Rajen-
dra Rathore who filed a 
PIL in the HC, said a 
bench of  Justices 
Manindra Mohan Shriv-

astava and Vinod Kumar 
Bharwani issued notices 
and listed the matter af-
ter three weeks.

Rathore argued the 
case himself. “Accord-
ing to me, this is the first 
case where a sitting 

MLA has argued a PIL 
himself,” Nahta said.

The PIL seeks judi-
cial intervention in the 
matter and a direction 
to the Speaker to take a 
decision on the resigna-
tions within seven 

working days.
“The strength in the 

Assembly has come 
down to 109 after 91 
MLAs have resigned. 
What is the status of  
this government then?,” 
said Rathore.

Rajendra Rathore fi led the PIL 
seeking judicial intervention.

MUST TELL NUMBER OF RESIGNATIONS, 
MIN JOSHI FLAYS RATHORE OVER PIL
Kota: Reacting to the notice of the High court on MLAs’ 
resignations, Cabinet Minister Mahesh Joshi said on 
Tuesday that it is not right to comment as the matter 
is sub judice. Speaker Dr CP Joshi will decide about 
it. “I just want to say that Rajendra Rathore should 
tell how many MLAs’ resignations’ proof he has. The 
PIL was fi led only on the basis of news, which is his 
immature step,” Joshi said.  —YOGESH SHARMA

Air traffic: Jaipur airport lags 
behind Lucknow, Guwahati

MLA Kalicharan sits on dharna 
against JMCG team for action

Police arrest city man 
for duping `54 crore

JDA employee, broker 
held in fake lease case

First India Bureau

Jaipur: Through the 
untiring efforts and su-
pervision of  ACP 
Vaishali Nagar Alok 
Saini, fraud worth 
crores was exposed by 
the police. One Ghan-
shyam Singh was ar-
rested by Vaishali Na-
gar police station for 
duping over Rs 54 
crore. More than two 
dozen cases have been 
registered against the 

accused. An informer 
told ACP Alok Saini 
that he would come to 
a bhaat ceremony. 

The police team was 
sent immediately on 
the information. 
Disguised as a woman, 
the accused Ghanshy-
am tried to escape 
the police, but he was 
eventually caught by 
the team. Vaishali Na-
gar police station is 
now interrogating the 
accused.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: In a worth-
praising effort, Mansa-
rovar Thanaprabhari 
Dilip Soni is gradually 
unearthing the fake 
lease case. Police ar-
rested class IV employ-
ee Dinesh Gurjar 
working in JDA, along 
with broker Manish 
Bairwa. 

The team recovered 
JDA’s original files, note 
sheets, original leases, 

16 stamps, and fake leas-
es of  society from the 
accused. 

Police arrested Jeet 
Vikram Singh on De-
cember 2. After ques-
tioning, both were ar-
rested on Tuesday. 
Mansarovar police sta-
tion in-charge Dilip 
Soni said that a man 
buys his own house by 
adding every penny of  
his life. And such gangs 
spoil the hard work of  
that man.

121 students who returned from 
Ukraine get airfare reimbursement

Kashiram Choudhary

Jaipur: Jaipur Interna-
tional Airport lags be-
hind Lucknow and 
Guwahati in terms of  
passenger frequency. 
This time the tourist 
season is proving to be 
dull in terms of  air trav-
el. There is no visible 
increase in the number 
of  air passengers. 

In the month of  Octo-
ber, the number of  air 
passengers was 3.89 
lakh, while the passen-

ger footfall at Lucknow 
airport was 4.46 lakh. 
The number of  passen-
gers at Guwahati air-
port was 4.50 lakh. 

During the tourist sea-

son, the influx of  passen-
gers is more from Jaipur 
airport compared to 
these two airports. How-
ever, there is an increase 
in the number.

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The vigilance 
branch of  Municipal 
Corporation Greater 
faced backlash while 
taking action in Bar-
kat Nagar on Tuesday. 
In protest against the 
action, local MLA Kali-
charan Saraf  and trad-
ers sat on a dharna by 
closing the market. 
Protesters also blocked 
the roads.

On receiving infor-

mation, Additional 
Commissioner Praveen 
Kumar and Vigilance 
Commissioner Sethar-
am Banjara reached the 

spot. The market was 
opened after the police 
assured investigation 
in the matter. 

Saraf  said that the 
corporation vandalised 
the market without giv-
ing any notice. Shop 
sheds were broken in 
many places. We pro-
tested against the 
wrongful action, but 
the Additional Com-
missioner has assured 
that the entire matter 
will be investigated.

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Rajasthani 
students returned to In-
dia at their own expense 
between February 1 to 
February 14, sensing the 
possibility of  war be-
tween Ukraine and Rus-
sia before February 15, 
2022, have also been ap-
proved for reimburse-
ment of  their air fare.

So far, an amount of  
Rs 50,60,039 has been re-
imbursed to 121 students 
for their air tickets by 
the Office of  the Chief  
Resident Commissioner.

In view of  the Russia-

Ukraine war, the Minis-
try of  External Affairs 
had issued the first ad-
visory on February 15, 
2022 to Indians and stu-
dents living in Ukraine 
to return to India. The 
responsibility of  reim-

bursing the amount of  
air tickets of  these stu-
dents who returned 
from Ukraine was en-
trusted to the Office of  
the Chief  Resident 
Commissioner, Bikaner 
House, New Delhi.

—FILE PHOTO

Students can 
get the amount 
by submitting 

air tickets and neces-
sary documents to 
the Rajasthan Foun-
dation office. 

—Dhiraj Srivastava,
Rajasthan Foundation Commissioner

High Court 
paves way 
for Bar Assn 
elections

First India Bureau

Jaipur: The Ra-
jasthan High 
Court on Tuesday 
paved the way for 
elections to the 
High Court Bar 
Association and 
other bar associa-
tions of  Rajasthan. 
The division 
bench of  Justice 
MM Srivastava 
and Justice VK 
Bharwani dis-
missed the appeal 
filed by the Bar 
Council of  India 
(BCI) and others.

The high court 
dismissed the ap-
peal as per the di-
rections of  the Su-
preme Court in 
this matter. The 
BCI has chal-
lenged the order of  
the single bench 
wherein the high 
court had stayed 
the order of  BCI 
on October 11.

MLA Kalicharan Saraf along 
with traders during the protest.
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ECONOMY IS ON RIGHT TRACK
he World 
Bank’s forecast 
for India’s 
growth pros-
pect in 2023 has 

come as a boost for the 
economy and the Central 
government. Those doubt-
ing the performance of  the 
Indian economy amidst 
global gloom would be ef-
fectively silenced unless 
numbers prove them right. 
From its earlier projection 
of  6.5 percent the World 
Bank in its India Develop-
ment Update has revised 
the growth rate for 2022-23 
to 6.9 percent with the gov-
ernment meeting the fiscal 
deficit target of  6.4 per-
cent. India is also projected 
as one of  the fastest grow-
ing economies by the 
World Bank’s Update.

At 6.9 percent the growth 
will be lower th an finan-
cial year 2021-22 when it 
stood at 8.7 percent. The 

lower growth can be attrib-
uted to high commodity 
prices and the Reserve 
Bank of  India’s tightening 
of  monetary policy like 
other central banks.

Given the resilience of  
India’s economy the pro-
jection is neither surpris-

ing nor improbable. What 
may need to be factored in 
is inflation. At 7.1 percent 
it will, however, be a spot 
of  bother for the Reserve 
Bank of  India and consum-
ers in the current fiscal. It 
had dropped from 7.41 per-
cent to 6.77 percent in Oc-

tober but was considered 
high above the RBI’s com-
fort level.

The RBI’s monetary pol-
icy committee is expected 
to further hike interest 
rates to fight inflation. 
Some of  the Indian econo-
my’s performance will 

hinge on global develop-
ments based on the 
Ukraine war. With cheap 
Russian oil India has been 
able to face the headwinds 
so far, though the benefit 
of  the deal has accrued 
more to oil companies and 
not ordinary consumers.  

T

SPIRITUAL SPEAK

Amongst thousands of persons, hardly one 
strives for perfection; and amongst those 
who have achieved perfection, hardly one 

knows me in truth. —Bhagavad Gita

n our presentation this 
week when we talk about 
the exit polls of  different 
agencies which have pre-
dicted massive win by the 
BJP in Gujarat, we also 
focus on how these exit 
polls have shown the posi-
tion of  the Grand Old Par-
ty vis-à-vis the AAP and 
thereby what is means for 
the Opposition politics in 
the country given the fact 
that the Lok Sabha is 
scheduled for 2024.

Aam Aadmi’s entry in 
the fray in 2022 has made 
the election all the more 
interesting as the party is 
on an upswing since win-
ning Punjab early in 2022 
especially post the results 
which were announced on 
march 10. While the exact 
picture and the perfor-
mance of  AAP (in the Gu-
jarat Assembly Elections 
2022) will be known only on 
December 8, let’s present a 
percentage vote share, rise 
and dip scenario thereby 
as predicted by these exit 
polls. It will also give a pic-
ture of  how the Opposition 
parties are placed and 
what it means during the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections.

While News24 -Today’s 
Chanakya has predicted big 
gains for the Saffron might 
compared to other parties, 
the survey predicts BJP 
may be headed for a mas-
sive win with around 50% 
votes. Congress may get up 
to 26% votes while AAP 
may get up to 20% votes.

N e w s 2 4 - T o d a y ’ s 
Chanakya has predicted 
that BJP may win around 
150 seats while Congress 
may be reduced to 19 seats. 
AAP may win 11 seats. If  
BJP manages to win over 
150 seats, it will be its big-
gest-ever win in the state.

However, a closer look 
will clearly reveal that the 

lion’s share of  AAP’s in-
crease in vote share in Gu-
jarat appears to have come 
at the expense of  the Con-
gress itself  rather than 
that of  the BJP.

While psephologists pre-
dict through several exit 
polls that the Saffron 
might’s vote share will not 
drop much, the Congress, 
as per the exit polls, is esti-
mated to witness a severe 
drop in vote share, matched 
by a boosted rise in vote 
share for Arvind Kejri-
wal’s Aam Aadmi Party.

Compared to 2017, the 

Congress, as per exit poll 
outcomes, may see a sig-
nificant reduction in vote 
share. Axis MyIndia and 
ETG predict the most dras-
tic decrease for the Con-
gress, pegging the fall at 
15.4 and 18 percentage 
points in respective orders.

ETG estimates a 24.2% 
vote share for AAP, pre-
dicting a larger vote share 
for Kejriwal’s party than 
even the Congress, which 
has been pegged at 23.4%.

While the Axis MyIndia 
is giving AAP a 20% vote 
share in the Gujarat elec-

tion, the Congress has been 
given only 6 percentage 
points ahead of  AAP. CVot-
er and PMARQ have marked 
AAP’s vote share around 
15% and Jan Ki Baat pegs it 
at a 12-19% range.

Axis MyIndia pegs the 
Congress’ decrease in vote 
share from 2017 at 15.4 per-
centage points, which 
equals 77.4% of  AAP’s in-
crease in vote share.

ETG places the Con-
gress’ decrease in vote 
share from 2017 at 18 per-
centage points, which is 
74.7% of  AAP’s increase 

in vote share. In compari-
son, the scale of  BJP’s vote 
share decrease is only 10% 
of  the scale of  AAP’s vote 
share increase.

CVoter puts the Con-
gress’ decrease in vote 
share from 2017 at 8.4 per-
centage points, which is 
56.4% of  AAP’s increase in 
vote share. As per the same 
exit poll, the amount that 
the BJP’s vote share has 
decreased by is only 0.7% 
of  the amount AAP’s vote 
share has increased by.

Going by the exit polls 
and the massive outcome 

of  the Saffron might and 
the fractured “mandate” of  
the Opposition Congress 
and AAP… basically par-
ties eating into each other’s 
votes would only indicate 
that before the 224 Lok Sab-
ha, it would be an uphill 
task for the Opposition 
parties to come together to 
give a fight of  any kind to 
the BJP. Even 2023’s poll 
calendar is impressive, but 
Opposition parties are 
fragmented as far as the 
third front is concerned.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

NARENDRA (2022) DEFEATS NARENDRA (2017); 
‘BATTERED’ CONG 2ND, AAP RISING

I

UPHILL TASK 
FOR OPPOSITION 
PARTIES TO GIVE 
A FIGHT TO BJP
Going by the exit polls and the 
massive outcome of the Saf-
fron might and the fractured 
“mandate” of the Opposition 
Congress and AAP…basically 
parties eating into each other’s 
votes would only indicate that 
before the 224 Lok Sabha, it 
would be an uphill task for the 
Opposition parties to come 
together to give a fight of any 
kind to the BJP. Even 2023’s 
poll calendar is impressive, 
but Opposition parties are 
fragmented as far as the third 
front is concerned.

EXIT POLLS PREDICT 
7TH TERM FOR THE 
BJP IN GUJARAT...

Amit Shah @AmitShah
Babasaheb Ambedkar gave 
the country a justice-oriented, 
progressive and all-inclusive 
constitution, which ensured the 
protection of the rights of every 
class. Babasaheb’s struggling 
life, thoughts and achievements 
are a source of inspiration for all. 

Today, on his Mahaparinirvan day, I remember him 
and bow down to him.

TOP TWEETS

Bhupender Yadav @byadavbjp
New India is unstoppable! India’s 
GDP growth estimates have now 
been revised upwards by the @
WorldBank from 6.5% to 6.9%. 
The country has the resilience 
and internal robustness to fuel 
higher growth rates.
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At 6.9 percent, the 
growth will be lower 
than financial year 
2021-22 when it 

stood at 8.7 percent. 
The lower growth can 
be attributed to high 

commodity prices and 
the Reserve Bank of 

India’s (RBI) 
tightening of 

monetary policy like 
other central banks

EXIT POLLS

MODI 2017 MODI 2022

AAP TO EMERGE AS A LANDSLIDE WINNER!

Compared to 2017, the Congress, as per 
exit poll outcomes, may see a significant 
reduction in vote share. Axis MyIndia and 
ETG predict the most drastic decrease for the 

Congress, pegging the fall at 15.4 and 18 
percentage points in respective orders

BUT IN MCD POLLS...

The AAP has emerged as 
a landslide winner in the 

Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi exit polls (MCD exit 
polls) conducted by India 
Today-Axis My India and 
Times Now. MCD exit polls 
reveal that the BJP stands a 
distant 2nd in MCD elec-
tions and the Congress 
could be reduced to single 
digits. Of the 250 MCD 
wards, AAP is predicted to 
win 149-171 seats, accord-
ing to India-Today Axis My 
India MCD exit poll. BJP 
is predicted to be a distant 
second with 69-91 seats, 

whereas Congress has been 
driven to margins and 
it is predicted to secure 
fewer seats than even the 
Independents. Congress 

is predicted to win three 
to seven seats whereas 
‘Others’, which include In-
dependents, are expected 
to secure 5 to 9 seats.

AAP’s entry in the fray 
in 2022 has made 
Gujarat polls all the 
more interesting as the 
party is on an upswing 
since winning Punjab 
early in 2022 especially 
post results which were 
announced on march 10

Chanakya

BJP Cong Others
150 19 11

Times Now
BJP Cong Others
109 70 03

News Nation
BJP Cong Others
128 56 03

Republic Tv
BJP Cong Others
108 74 00

India Today
BJP Cong Others
113 82 01
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VOTING

FALLS
PERCENTAGE

2022 65.22%
69.99%2017

Ahmedabad (PTI): A 
voter turnout of  65.22 per 
cent was recorded in the 
second and final phase of  
the Gujarat Assembly 
elections in 93 seats, as 
per the latest data shared 
by the Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday.

In 2017, these constit-
uencies had registered 
69.99 per cent turnout.

The voting on Mon-
day covered the 93 seats 
spread across 14 dis-
tricts of  north and cen-
tral regions of  Gujarat.

The first phase of  
elections held on De-
cember 1 covered 89 As-
sembly seats and record-
ed 63.31 per cent polling.

Gujarat, having a total 
of  182 Assembly seats, 
had registered 68.41 per 
cent voting in 2017.

In second phase polls 
on Monday, Ahmedabad 
district, which has 21 
seats, registered the 
lowest voter turnout of  
59.10 per cent, while Ba-
naskantha was on top at 

72.49 per cent.
Sabarkantha district 

of  north Gujarat was on 
second spot with 71.43 
per cent turnout, fol-
lowed by Kheda 68.55 
per cent, Panchmahal 
68.44 per cent, Anand 
68.42 per cent, Arvalli 
67.55 per cent, Gandhi-
nagar 66.90 per cent, 
Mehsana 66.42 per cent, 

Patan 66.07 per cent, 
Chhota Udepur 65.48 
per cent, Vadodara 65.24 
per cent, Mahisagar 
61.69 per cent and Da-
hod 60.07 per cent.

A total of  87 ballot 
units, 88 control units 
and 282 voter verifiable 
paper audit trails 
(VVPATs) were replaced 
during the second phase 
of  voting, which took 
place between 8 am and 
5 pm on Monday across 
14,975 polling stations 
in 14 districts.

Polling offi cials monitor strong room through CCTV footage ahead 
of counting for the Gujarat elections, in Ahmedabad on Tuesday.

Comments that 
triggered row and 
grabbed headlines
Ahmedabad (PTI): 
Strong comments 
cheered by supporters, 
slammed by rivals and 
deemed controversial by 
others are always head-
line-makers during poll 
campaigns and the Gu-
jarat assembly elections 
were no exception.

As people are waiting 
for the results on Thurs-
day, here is a list of  such 
remarks and the lead-
ers behind them.

Assam CM Himanta 
Biswa Sarma drew crit-
icism from the Con-
gress but was feted by 
the BJP’s Hindutva 
base after he took a 
swipe at Rahul Gandhi 
by likening his new 
bearded look to that of  
former Iraqi dictator 

Saddam Hussein.
UP CM Yogi Adity-

anath’s swipe at Arvind 
Kejriwal at a public 
meeting on November 
26 also drew criticism.

NITISH DUCKS 
QUERIES ON EXIT 
POLLS PREDICTIONS
Patna: Bihar CM Nitish 
Kumar on Tuesday 
ducked queries about 
exit polls predicting wins, 
in Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh assembly polls, 
for his former ally BJP 
which he has vowed to 
defeat with the help of a 
united opposition in the 
next general elections. 
Most exit polls have 
predicted a huge victory 
for the BJP in Gujarat, 
the home turf of PM 
Narendra Modi.

BSF personnel stand guard at a strong room 
ahead of counting, in Ahmedabad on Tuesday.

BATTLEGROUND

GUJARAT

Lalu in better condition 
post kidney transplant
Patna (ANI): Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal’s (RJD) 
Misa Bharti on Tuesday 
extended gratitude to 
the people for their 
wishes on the behalf  of  
her father Lalu Prasad 
Yadav who underwent a 
kidney transplant sur-
gery in Singapore on 
the previous day.

She took to Twitter 
and said in Hindi, “Your 
prayers boosted my fa-
ther’s morale and made 
him feel better today! 
Papa has said Thanky-
ou to all of  you.”

She also attached a 
video where Lalu Yadav 
could be heard saying: 
“Aap logo ne sab dua 
kiya, acha feel kar rahe 
hain hum, acha feel kar 
rahe hain hum (You all 
prayed, I am feeling bet-
ter).”

Lalu’s son and Bihar 
Deputy Chief  Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav on 
Monday informed that 
the party chief  under-
went kidney transplant 
surgery successfully at 
a hospital in Singapore.

“After the successful 
operation of  my fa-
ther’s kidney trans-
plant, he was shifted 
from the operation the-
atre to ICU. Donor elder 
sister Rohini Acharya 
and the party national 
president are both 
healthy. Thank you for 
your prayers and good 
wishes,” tweeted 
Tejashwi Yadav.

PM MODI SPEAKS TO TEJASHWI, ENQUIRES 
ABOUT LALU’S HEALTH AFTER SURGERY
Patna: Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to Bihar 
Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav on Tuesday to 
enquire about the recovery of Rashtriya Janata Dal 

(RJD) president Lalu Prasad Yadav who 
underwent a kidney transplant surgery in 
Singapore. “Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
spoke to Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi 
Yadav on phone this morning and inquired 
about the health of RJD National Presi-
dent Lalu Prasad Yadav after the kidney 

transplant operation,” according to RJD. Lalu’s son and 
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Tejashwi Yadav on Monday 
informed that the party chief underwent kidney transplant 
surgery successfully at a hospital in Singapore.

GIRIRAJ PRAISES LALU’S DAUGHTER 
ROHINI WHO DONATED HER KIDNEY
Patna: RJD president Lalu Prasad’s daughter Rohini 
Acharya, who donated a kidney to her father, has earned 
the praise of Union minister Giriraj Singh, one of the 
most strident opponents of the former Bihar chief min-
ister. Singh, who represents the Begusarai Lok Sabha 
seat of the state, expressed his sentiments on Twitter, 
sharing a picture of Acharya fast asleep on her hospital 
bed after the surgery in Singapore. “Beti ho to Rohini 
Acharya jaisi (Rohini Acharya is the kind of daughter one 
should have),” Singh tweeted in Hindi, adding that the 
Singapore-based daughter of Prasad, in her early 40s, 
“shall serve as an example for the future generations”.

Murmu, Dhankhar, others 
pay tributes to Dr Ambedkar
New Delhi (ANI): Be-
sides Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu, 
Vice Presdident 
Jagdeep Dhankhar, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la and several leaders 
on Tuesday paid floral 
tributes to Dr Bhim Rao 
Ambedkar on his death 
anniversary at his stat-
ue in the Parliament.

“President Droupadi 
Murmu paid floral trib-
utes to Babasaheb Dr 
BR Ambedkar on his 
Mahaparinirvan Diwas 
at Parliament House 
Lawns, New Delhi,” the 
Rashtrapati Bhavan 
tweeted. President 
Murmu was accompa-
nied with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, Lok 
Sabha speaker Om Bir-
la and other leaders and 

dignitaries at the Par-
liament premises.

Besides, BJP chief  JP 
Nadda, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, former UP 
CM and BSP supremo 
Mayawati, Uttarakhand 
CM Pushkar Dhami, 
Delhi CM Arvind Kejri-
wal and several Con-
gress leaders paid trib-
utes to Dr Ambedkar.

President Murmu, VP Dhankhar, PM Modi arrive to pay homage to 
Dr Ambedkar. Sonia Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge also seen.

UP GOVT TO BUILD 
MEMORIAL OF 
AMBEDKAR: CM YOGI
Lucknow: UP CM Yogi Adity-
anath on Tuesday paid tributes 
to Dr BR Ambedkar, the ar-
chitect of India’s Constitution, 
on his death anniversary, and 
said his efforts gave inspira-
tion to the downtrodden. CM 
Yogi announced that his govt 
will build a grand cultural 
centre and memorial named 
after Dr BR Ambedkar.

MP cops on hunt 
to nab author of 
controversial book
Bhopal (PTI): The 
Madhya Pradesh Police 
on Tuesday constituted 
several police teams to 
arrest the author of  a 
controversial book 
against whom a case 
was registered last 
week, state Home Min-
ister Narottam Mishra 
said on Tuesday.

The case was regis-
tered after activists of  
Akhil Bharatiya Vid-
yarthi Parishad (ABVP) 
staged a protest on the 
premises of  the govern-
ment Law College in 
Indore alleging the 
book, being taught to 
students, has very ob-
jectionable contents 
against the Hindu com-
munity and the Rash-
triya Swayamsevak 
Sangh, which encour-
ages religious funda-
mentalism.

Will Rahul Gandhi’s BJY ‘companions’ bond with him in politics? 

Shamsher Singh 

New Delhi: Allies are 
openly supporting Con-
gress’ Bharat Jodo 
Yatra. The allies of  the 
states through which the 
Yatra is going on under 
the leadership of  Rahul 
Gandhi have supported 
the yatra, but the leaders 
of  the allies of  the states 
where the yatra is not 
going are also joining 
the yatra. Earlier it 
seemed that UPA’s allies 
in the states where the 
Yatra would not go, 
would only give moral 

support to the Yatra. But 
as the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
progressed and it got a 
response, it seems that 
the opinion of  the allies 
changed and they decid-
ed to give open support 
to the Yatra.

The Jharkhand Muk-
ti Morcha, a major ally 
of  the Congress, sent its 
leader to join the yatra. 
Keep in mind that 
Bharat Jodo Yatra is not 
going to Jharkhand. 
That’s why Jharkhand 
Congress leaders had 
reached Madhya 
Pradesh to join the 
yatra. At the same time 
Congress’ ally JMM 
sent its senior leader 
and state minister Mith-
ilesh Kumar Thakur to 
join the yatra. On the 

sidelines of  the visit, 
Rahul Gandhi posed for 
photographs with 
Jharkhand Congress 
and JMM leaders and 

the same was released 
on social media. Signifi-
cantly, Jharkhand has 
JMM government with 
the support of  Congress 

and Hemant Soren is 
the Chief  Minister.

Similarly, the Con-
gress yatra is also not 
going to Goa, but Vijay 

Sardesai, the head of  
Goa Forward Party, an 
ally of  the Congress in 
Goa, joined the yatra in 
Madhya Pradesh. Sev-

eral senior party lead-
ers joined him and 
praised Rahul’s yatra. 
Keep in mind that the 
Goa Forward Party was 
earlier an ally of  the 
BJP. But ahead of  the 
last election, Sardesai 
had aligned with the 
Congress after the par-
ty was split by the BJP.

However, the leaders 
of  the allied parties from 
the states through which 
the Congress yatra 
passed, joined the yatra 
and walked with Rahul. 
When the yatra started 
from Kanyakumar in 
Tamil Nadu, the ruling 
DMK leader in the state 
and Chief  Minister MK 
Stalin attended the pro-
gramme. After that, lead-
ers of  Congress’s allies in 

Kerala also participated 
in the yatra. Congress 
has no allies in Karnata-
ka, Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana. But when the 
yatra reached Maha-
rashtra, leaders of  both 
the allied parties joined 
the yatra after initial 
hesitation. Many big 
leaders including Supri-
ya Sule, daughter of  
NCP supremo Sharad 
Pawar also attended the 
yatra. On behalf  of  the 
Shiv Sena, Aditya Thack-
eray, son of  former Chief  
Minister Uddhav Thack-
eray and former minis-
ter of  the state govern-
ment, participated in the 
yatra. Supriya Sule even 
participated in the Con-
gress rally held in Maha-
rashtra.

Rahul Gandhi with his sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, her husband Robert Vadra during the Yatra.

Several allies have 
given open support 
to Yatra eversince it 
was started in Sep

GOOD PERFORMACE 
SO FAR IN OVER 
LAST 100 DAYS 
When the yatra reached 
Maharashtra, leaders of 
both the allied parties 
joined the yatra after 
initial hesitation. Many 
big leaders including 
Supriya Sule, daughter 
of NCP supremo Sharad 
Pawar also attended 
the yatra. On behalf of 
the Shiv Sena, Aditya 
Thackeray, son of former 
Chief Minister Uddhav 
Thackeray and former 
minister of the state 
government, participated 
in the yatra. 

COURTYARD
In theIn the

DELHI HC TO HEAR PLEAS ON SAME-SEX 
MARRIAGES ON APRIL 24 NEXT YEAR
New Delhi: The Delhi High Court said on Tuesday it 
will hear on April 24 a batch of petitions to recognise 
same-sex marriage under various laws. A bench of Chief 
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma and Justice Subramoni-

um Prasad was informed 
by the parties that a 
similar issue is pend-
ing before the Supreme 
Court. Senior advocate 
Saurabh Kirpal, who 
appeared for one of the 

petitioners, urged the bench to give a date in the matter 
as a similar issue was coming up for hearing before the 
top court on January 6. The central government counsel 
also informed the court about the petitions pending in 
the apex court seeking similar relief.

ODISHA COURT SENTENCES MAN TO 20 
YEARS JAIL TERM FOR RAPING MINOR
Baripada: A court in Odisha’s Mayurbhanj district on 
Tuesday sentenced a 58-year-old man to 20 years rigor-
ous imprisonment for raping a minor girl. Mayurbhanj 
District Fast Track Court Judge Durga Charan Mishra 
convicted Dulal Singh for raping a 16-year-old girl in 
2019 and also imposed a fi ne of Rs 10,000 on him. The 
incident took place in the forest near the village Kachhim-
bila under Betnoti Police Station on May 20, 2019. Dulal 
took the minor girl to the nearby forest and raped her.

We will win the legal 
battle: Bommai on border 
dispute with Maharashtra
Bengaluru (ANI): Kar-
nataka CM Basavaraj 
Bommai on Tuesday as-
serted that Karnataka 
will win the legal battle 
with Maharashtra over 
the border issue be-
tween the two states.

“Karnataka’s stand 
had nothing to do with 
elections, it is a long 
dragged issue by Maha-
rashtra. These tensions 
are created because of  
Maharashtra. There is 
prosperity among the 
people of  both states, 
this (Border issue) is in 
Supreme Court and I 
am sure that we will win 
the legal battle” Bom-
mai said, a day after ap-
pealing to Maharashtra 
CM Eknath Shinde to 
fight the border dispute 
issue legally. Reacting to 

Uddhav Thackeray’s re-
marks questioning if  it 
is their (Karnataka’s) 
strategy to transfer vil-
lages before the elec-
tions in Karnataka, 
Bommai said: “We are 
committed to safeguard-
ing our borders and peo-
ple. Not only that we are 
also committed to safe-
guarding the Kannadi-
gas in Maharastra, Ker-
ala and Telangana.”

K’taka CM Basavaraj Bommai 



Ravi Sharma

Udaipur: Different groups 
of G-20 countries will 
have more than 200 meet-
ings in India under the 
Indian Presidency. G-20 
Prime Ministers’ meetings 
will be held in Delhi in Sep 
2023. Before that, a series 
of meetings of various 
working groups will be 
held in every state of the 
country with an objective 
is to promote the culture 
of the state along with 
the policy of the country, 
G-20 Operation Head 
Muktesh Pardeshi said. 
This series began with the 
first Sherpa meeting in 
Udaipur. He said that the 
meeting of the Develop-
ment Working Group will 
be held in Mumbai from 
Dec 13 to 16 and that 

of the Finance Group in 
Bengaluru from December 
16 to 18. Apart from this, 
Rajasthan will be such 
a state where meetings 
of different groups will 
be held in three cities of 
Udaipur, Jodhpur and 
Jaipur. Pardeshi visited 
the Passport Seva Kendra 
in Subhash Nagar and met 
the officers and employ-
ees there. He took stock 
of the work. He said that 
it was because of him that 
Udaipur got the Passport 
Seva Kendra.
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New Delhi (ANI): Un-
ion Home Secretary 
Ajay Kumar Bhalla on 
Tuesday chaired a high-
level security review 
meeting on Jammu and 
Kashmir, sources said.

They said it was a 
monthly review meet-
ing to take stock of  se-
curity in Jammu and 
Kashmir as well as on-
going development pro-
jects there. The offi-
cials told ANI that the 
Home Secretary was 
apprised about the pre-
vailing security situa-
tion in Jammu and 
Kashmir and other is-
sues pertaining to the 
Union Territory.

The meeting lasted 
for over two-and-a-half  
hours in the Ministry 
of  Home Affairs in a hy-
brid mode with senior 
officials in the ministry 
joining it in the pres-
ence of  Director Intel-
ligence Bureau Tapan 
Deka, Research and 
Analysis Wing chief  Sa-
mant Kumar Goel, Na-
tional Investigation 
Agency Director Gen-
eral Dinkar Gupta and 
J&K Director General 
of  Police Dilbag Singh.

Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) Direc-
tor General Sujoy Lal 
Thaosen was also pre-
sent in the meeting.

Senior Jammu and 
Kashmir Police and ad-
ministration officials 
attended the meeting 
via video conference.

The meeting was held 
days after The Resist-
ance Front (TRF) — an 
offshoot of  Pakistan-
based terrorist outfit 
Lashkar-e-Taiba— is-
sued a threat letter to 56 
employees of  the Educa-
tion Department from 

the Srinagar district.
Various Kashmiri 

Pandit organisations 
termed it a serious mat-
ter and sought a high-
level probe into it as to 
how the names of  the 
employees working un-
der the PM package in 
the Education Depart-
ment with their names 
and place of  posting got 
leaked to a terror outfit.

They have urged the 
government to ensure 
the safety of  employees 
appointed under the 
PM's package in Kash-
mir Valley.

Udaipur (PTI): India’s 
initiatives in digital 
public infrastructure 
such as Aadhaar, unique 
payment infrastructure 
and direct benefit trans-
fer have been lauded at 
the G20 Sherpa meeting 
here, with several mem-
bers stressing on the 
"need to replicate the 
model" in other develop-
ing countries, G20 Sher-
pa Amitabh Kant said.

He highlighted the 
digital initiatives taken 
in healthcare such as the 
Cowin app for imple-
menting the Covid vac-
cination drive and 
Ayushman Bharat 
scheme that has extend-
ed health insurance cov-
er to 500 million people at 
first meeting of  Sherpa 
under India’s Presidency.

With Ukraine conflict 
festering on, Kant said 
all countries were ap-
preciative of  PM Modi’s 
emphasis on peace and 
harmony in the article 
he had penned for news-
papers across the world 
on the day India as-
sumed G20 Presidency.

Kant said developing 
nations holding the G20 
Presidency for the next 
three years would help 
emerging economies 
set their narrative on 
the global stage.

First India Bureau

New Delhi: A German 
delegation led by An-
nalena Baerbock, For-
eign Minister of  Ger-
many met Chief  Elec-
tion Commissioner Ra-
jiv Kumar and Election 
Commissioners Anup 
Chandra Pandey and 
Arun Goel at Nirva-
chan Sadan in New 
Delhi on Tuesday. The 
German Foreign Minis-
ter was accompanied by 
four Members of  Parlia-

ment namely Agniesz-
ka Brugger,  Thomas 
Erndl, Ulrich Lechte, 
Andreas Larem, Dr 
Philipp Ackermann, 
German Ambassador to 
India and other officers 
from her Foreign  
Office.

New Delhi (FIB): Inau-
gurating “Women Lead-
ing Change in Health 
and Science in India” 
conference in here in the 
presence of  Melinda 
French Gates, Co-chair 
and Trustee Bill and 
Melinda Gates Founda-
tion, MoS Dr Jitendra 
Singh said on Tuesday 
that Indian women are 
gradually evolving from 
participatory to leader-
ship role and constitute 
an essential component 
of  nation’s inclusive 

growth as envisaged by 
PM Modi. He said, wom-
en leaders are a crucial 
part of  the new India 
growth story, as projects, 
programmes and poli-

cies are now moving 
from women-specific to 
women-led, or we can say 
from an era of  women 
participation to an era of  
women leadership.

First India Bureau

New Delhi: Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla ad-
dressed the 8th annual 
convocation of  the In-
stitute of  Liver and Bil-
iary Sciences (ILBS), 
here on Tuesday.

Congratulating the 
students, Birla said that 
ILBS is a place dedicated 
to education, research 
and treatment, where 
thousands have received 
state-of-the-art treat-
ment at affordable rates.

Referring to the contri-

bution of  ILBS in the 
field of  liver transplanta-
tion, he said ILBS has 
increased awareness 
about organ donation 
among the general public 
and has worked to take 
the idea related to organ 
donation to the masses.

He said that ILBS is 
playing the role of  a 
guide across the country 
in liver related issues 
and ILBS has a major 
role in spreading infor-
mation about this dis-
ease to every nook and 
corner of  the country.

First India Bureau

Chennai: India will be-
come a hub of  drone 
technology and India 
will require at least 1 
lakh drone pilots by 
next year, said Union 
Information and Broad-
casting Minister Anur-
ag Thakur. He was ad-
dressing the gathering 
after flagging of  the 
‘Drone Yatra 2.0’, in 

Chennai on Tuesday.
Technology is truly 

transforming the world 
at a rapid rate and it has 
never been more rele-
vant than now as its ap-
plications are solving 
some of  the most press-
ing problems on the 
planet, said the Minis-
ter. He said “Prime Min-
ister Modi once re-
marked that ‘India has 
a billion solutions to a 

million problems.’ As 
the country of  a billion 
plus people, India is in-
creasingly leveraging 

technology to stay 
ahead of  the curve”.

Detailing the ad-
vancements in drone 

technology in India, he 
said that during the 
Beating Retreat, the en-
tire nation was mes-
merised by the spectac-
ular display of  1000 
‘Made in India’ drones 
by Indian start-up ‘Bot-
lab Dynamics’ led by an 
IIT alumni. As a part of  
the SWAMITVA scheme 
(Survey of  villages and 
mapping with impro-
vised technology in vil-
lage areas), the survey 
of  the land and houses 
are being prepared 
through drones in the 
villages, he added. 

Drones are increasingly 
being used to sprinkle 
pesticides and nano fer-
tilizers in the fields in 
rural villages. 

He said that recently, 
the Ministry of  Civil 
Aviation (MoCA) and 
Directorate General of  
Civil Aviation (DGCA) 
had granted condition-
al exemption to the 
Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
for the deployment of  
drones for live aerial 
cinematography of  the 
India Cricket Season 
in 2021.

At high-level meet, Home Secy 
reviews J&K security situation
Sources said it was a monthly review meeting to 
take stock of security in Jammu and Kashmir as 
well as ongoing development projects there

CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRIES, 
NSAS CALL CHABAHAR 
PORT VERY ‘IMPORTANT’
New Delhi (ANI): 
National Security 
Advisors and Securi-
ty Councils of  the 
Central Asian coun-
tries emphasised the 
‘importance’ of  the 
Chabahar Port and 
discussed further de-
velopment of  this 
transport corridor as 
it played a crucial 
role during the hu-
manitarian crisis in 
Afghanistan and in 
the delivery of  hu-
manitarian goods to 
the Afghan people by 
international organi-
zations, according to 
the Joint Commu-
nique of  1st India-
Central Asia meeting 
of  National Security 
Advisers/Secretaries 
of  Security Councils.

The Central Asian 
nations were urged to 
take into account join-
ing the International 
North-South Trans-
port Corridor and 
Ashgabat Agreement 
on International 
Transport and Tran-
sit Corridor, as well as 
India. “India and Cen-
tral Asian member 
countries of  the Inter-
national North-South 
Transport Corridor 
(INSTC), as well as the 
Ashgabat Agreement 
on International 
Transport and Tran-
sit Corridor, called 
upon other Central 
Asian countries to 
consider joining these 
initiatives,” a Joint 
Communique of  the 
meet said. 

NSA Ajit Doval at India-Central Asia meeting of national 
security advisors and secretaries, in New Delhi, on Tuesday. 

Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla leaves after chairing the MHA 
security review meeting, at North Block, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

India’s G20 Sherpa highlights digital 
initiatives taken for healthcare like Cowin 
app and the Ayushman Bharat scheme

DIFFERENT G-20 COUNTRIES GROUPS TO HAVE 
OVER 200 MEETS UNDER INDIA’S PRESIDENCY

G20 Sherpa Amitabh Kant, with his wife Ranjeeta Kant, arrives to 
attend cultural programme at G20 Sherpa meet, in Udaipur.

CRUCIAL 
READ

PM TO INAUGURATE 
3 AYUSH INSTITUTES 
ON DECEMBER 11

BIHAR MAN CHOPS 
OFF WOMAN  
OVER DEBT ISSUE

BSF SEIZES DRONE, 
CONTRABAND IN 
TARN TARAN

TWO COLLEGE 
STUDENTS HELD 
FOR FRAUD

New Delhi: PM Narendra 
Modi will inaugurate three 
National Ayush Institutes 
on December 11. The 
institutes to be inaugurated 
by PM Modi include All 
India Institute of Ayur-
veda (AIIA), Goa, National 
Institute of Unani Medicine 
(NIUM), Ghaziabad and 
National Institute of Ho-
moeopathy (NIH), Delhi.

Bhagalpur: The Bihar 
Police have arrested two 
persons for allegedly 
attacking a woman and 
chopping off her body 
parts, leading to her 
death, in the Pirpainti 
police station limits 
of Bihar’s Bhagalpur. 
The arrested persons 
have been identified as 
Shakeel Miyan.

Tarn Taran: The Border 
Security Force recovered a 
drone carrying contraband 
suspected to be heroin 
weighing 2.4 kg near the 
Kalia village in Punjab’s 
Tarn Taran district, an of-
ficial said. According to the 
PRO, BSF, Punjab Frontier, 
the troops deployed at 
the border recovered the 
contraband on Monday.

New Delhi: Two final-
year college students 
were arrested from 
Haryana for allegedly 
cheating people on the 
pretext of providing 
them with player IDs for 
a popular online game at 
discounted rates, police 
said on Tuesday. Bunty 
and Sagar, both 21, were 
arrested from Sonipat.

India will become a hub of drone technology: Thakur
Launch of 1st Drone Skilling & Training 
Conference & Flag-off of Drone Yatra 
held at Garuda Aerospace, Agni College

Union Minister Anurag Thakur after flagging-off the ‘Drone Yatra 
2.0’, in Chennai on Tuesday.

“Make Pariksha 
Pe Charcha 2023 
a bigger success”
First India Bureau

New Delhi: Union Edu-
cation Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on 
Tuesday invited stu-
dents, teachers and par-
ents to participate in 
the 6th edition of  
“Pariksha Pe Charcha 
2023” and get a chance 
to be mentored by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi. In this pro-
gramme, students, par-
ents, teachers across the 
nation and also from 
overseas interact with 
the Prime Minister.

DRONE YATRA BEGINS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla addresses annual 
convocation of ILBS

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla addresses annual convocation of 
Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

German Foreign Minister 
Baerbock visits ECI 

Indian women are evolving from participatory 
to leadership role, says MoS Dr Jitendra Singh 

MoS Dr Jitendra Singh addressing the conference in New Delhi.

UP: 5 SENIOR IPS OFFICERS SET TO RETIRE NEXT YEAR
Ahtesham Siddiqui

Lucknow: In the Uttar 
Pradesh bureaucracy, 
year 2023 will bring in 
a ‘flood of  retirements’ 
as five senior IPS offic-
ers will retire. With the 
retirement of  5 officers 
of  DG rank, ADG offic-
ers will definitely get 
the benefit of  promo-
tion. However, every-
one’s is more con-

cerned about only one 
issue: Who will be the 
next UP DGP. 

Presently acting UP 
DGP Dr D S Chauhan 
will retire in March and 
according to sources, it 
is very difficult for IPS 
Devendra Singh Chau-
han to get extension 
from the center because 
UPSC has already re-
turned his file. Sources 
further reveal that in the 

new year, the center will 
finalize who will become 
the new DGP of  Uttar 
Pradesh.

At present, some of-
ficers of  the bureau-
cracy are busy helping 
both the central and 
the state government. 
Among those who will 
retire in the new year 
are IPS Gopal Lal Mee-
na DG Cooperative who 
will retire in January. 

IPS Dr Rajendra Pal 
Singh DG Training will 
retire in February, IPS 
Dr DS Chauhan DGP & 
DG Intelligence and Di-
rector Vigilance will 
retire in March while 
IPS Dr Raj Kumar Vish-
wakarma will retire in 
May, as will IPS Chan-
dra Prakash DG Spe-
cial Inquiry.

Interestingly, for 
choosing the next DGP 

of  Uttar Pradesh, the 
exercise will start in 
February and efforts 
will be made once again 
to stamp the name of  
DS Chauhan through 
another extension. 
With 2024 slated for Lok 
Sabha election, in such 
a situation, the better 
coordination between 
the state and the center 
will finalize the name 
of  the DGP’s chair!

Others keen to replicate our 
digital transformation: Kant
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THOUGHT PROVOKING TALKS 
AMID CULTURAL CAMARADERIE

hief Secretary Usha Sharma on Tuesday reached Udaipur and 
inspected Shilp Gram set up by West Zone Cultural Centre for foreign 
guests taking part in the G20 Sherpa meeting. She also participated in 

the Buyer Seller Meet. Kiran Soni Gupta, Divisional Commissioner Rajendra 
Bhatt and District Collector Tarachand Meena were also present.

C

(1) Artistes mesmerising through a cultural presentation. (2) 
CS Usha Sharma reviewing the preparations on Tuesday. (3) 
A delegate using UPI to buy Rajasthani angrakha at Shilpgram 
crafts village. (4) A meetign in progress in a hall with royal 
looks. (5 & 6) From millet Upma to millet Khichri to millet 
based pizza, all of them were key components of the cuisine 
during the First Sherpa meeting at Udaipur.
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German delegation meets Dr CP Joshi
First India Bureau

Jaipur: Members of  
the International Envi-
ronment and Energy 
Policy Committee of  the 
German Parliamentary 
Party met Speaker Dr 
CP Joshi. The German 
team discussed the im-
portant issues related to 
the environment, eco-
system, solar energy, 
forests, and wildlife in 
detail with the Speaker 
of  the Legislative As-
sembly. The tribal peo-
ple have a great attach-
ment to the forest and 
are concerned about 

environmental protec-
tion. He presented the 
Rajasthan Legislative 
Assembly’s literature 
and famous Jaipur quilt 

to the German team.
On this occasion, 

members of  the Environ-
ment Committee of  Ra-
jasthan Legislative As-

sembly, Babulal Kharadi, 
Hakam Ali Khan, Khush-
veer Singh, Rakesh Pa-
reek, Assembly Secre-
tary Mahavir Prasad 

Sharma and Principal 
Secretary, Environment 
Dept, Govt of  Rajasthan, 
Shikhar Agarwal were 
also present. 

DISCUSSING ECOSYSTEM

(L) Speaker Dr CP Joshi and members of International Environment and Energy Policy Committee of the German Parliamentary Party 
in a meeting at the Vidhan Sabha on Tuesday. (R) Dr CP Joshi welcoming Lisa Badum, Chairperson of the German Committee.

Niwai: 200 residential leases 
distributed under PSKSA
Ashish Aman 

Tonk: Under the Pra-
shasan Shehron Ke 
Sang Abhiyan, 200 resi-
dential leases were dis-
tributed to the residents 
of  Niwai Municipality 
on Tuesday. During 
this, Krishnavatar 
Trivedi, supervisor of  
the Ajmer division of  
the Abhiyan, was on a 
one-day tour. Trivedi 
was welcomed by Mu-
nicipality President 
Dilip Israni. Trivedi in-
quired about the works 
under the Abhiyan.

Talking to the media, 
Trivedi informed that 
under the Abhiyan, the 
Niwai municipality has 
distributed residential 

leases to more than 3500 
city dwellers so far and 
accomplished the target 
of  125% residential 
leases. Niwai Munici-
pality has remained in 
first place in the Ajmer 
division under the Ab-
hiyan. In 5 divisions of  
Rajasthan, Niwai Mu-

nicipality remains in 
second place in the dis-
tribution of  residential 
leases. During this, 
councilors Prithviraj 
Tatawat, Karan Singh 
Rajawat, and Jeet Pal 
Gurjar, along with offic-
ers and public repre-
sentatives were present.  

Krishnavatar Trivedi, Mahima Dangi & Dilip Israni distributed 
residential leases to the residents on the municipal premises.

NEWS DIGEST
UNCONTROLLED TROLLEY OVERTURNS 
IN UDAIPUR; 27 INJURED, 7 CRITICAL 
Udaipur: Nearly 27 people were injured in Udaipur on 
Tuesday after an overloaded trolley lost its balance and 
overturned. Police informed the incident occurred near 
Khedi village on Kanod-Panund Road in the Udaipur dis-
trict. “The victims were heading towards Balicha village 
from Ghodo Ka Kheda to attend a social programme. 
The injured people were rushed to Kanod CHC for fi rst-
aid, while seven of them critically injured were referred 
to Udaipur,” police said. “The tractor and trolley were 
seized in the mishap, while the tractor driver managed to 
fl ee from the spot. The passengers were mostly children 
and women,” police added.

KARTIK BHEEL MURDER: INTERNET 
RESTORED IN SIROHI AFTER FOUR DAYS
Sirohi: Mobile internet services were restored in Sirohi 
on Tuesday after four days of shutdown. The internet 
services were suspended on December 3 after the law-
and-order situation deteriorated in Sirohi following the 
murder of Kartik Bheel. Collector Dr Bhanwarlal and SP 
Mamta Gupta appealed to people to maintain peace in 
the district and not fall prey to misleading news and vid-
eos on social media. BJP MP Dr Kirodi Lal Meena was 
stopped by police from entering Sirohi on Monday while 
he was on his way to take part in the protest related to 
Kartik Bheel murder case.

Preps for G-20 
in full swing 
in Jodhpur 
First India Bureau

Jodhpur: Jodhpur is pre-
paring to get beautified 
and prepared for meetings 
and other activities under 
the G-20 India presidency.
For this, Municipal Corpo-
ration South and Airport 
Authority prepared a blue-
print.Vanita Seth, Mayor 
of  Municipal Corporation 
South said that prepara-
tions are being made for 
the G-20 conference as 
guests from many coun-
tries will come here.

CM okays `57.50 cr for 
roads in 23 urban bodies
First India Bureau

Jaipur: CM Ashok Ge-
hlot has given financial 
approval of  Rs 57.50 
crore for 23 newly 
formed bodies of  the 
state. With this, major 
repair works of  15 kilo-
meters of  roads will be 
done in each civic body 
at a cost of  Rs 2.50 crore.
These include Bahadur-
pur, Neemrana, Tapuk-
da, Barod, Barod Meo, 
Dataramgarh, Ajitgarh, 
Manoharpur, Naraya-

na, Mandawar, Gud-
hagaudji, Basni, Hamir-
garh, Sidana, Balesar, 
Satta, Raniwada, Mar-
war Junction, Dhariya-
vad, Rishabhdev, Se-
mari, Khajuwala, Tibbi 
and Baulli.



Never blame others for your 
anger- delve deep into yourself 
for the reasons and release that 
shadow which controls you.

—Dr Jagdeesh Chandra,  
CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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Kamal Kant

Jaipur: The new in-
charge of  Rajasthan 
Congress and former 
deputy CM of  Punjab 
Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa said that whatever 
challenge is before the 
party in Rajasthan, he 
accepts it.
He also said that the 

Congress will retain the 
power in the state in the 
assembly elections next 
year.

“Whatever responsi-
bility the party has giv-
en me, I have taken it as 
a challenge. I will never 
back down,” he said.

When asked about the 
next assembly elections 
in Rajasthan, Randhawa 

said that he will 
strengthen the organiza-
tion further and will 
move forward by mobi-
lizing the workers and 

motivating them.
“This will make our 

way forward easier and 
the party will enter the 
fray with full force,” he 

said.
The newly appointed 

in charge said that the 
vacant posts in the or-
ganisation will be filled 

soon after talking to all 
the leaders. “If  there is 
any problem, we will 
solve it by sitting togeth-
er. Situation like Punjab 
will not happen in Ra-
jasthan,” he said.

Regarding Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, he said that 
wherever this Yatra is 
going, a very good re-
sponse is being received.

He said that the Yatra 
will be spectacular in 
Rajasthan and prepara-
tions have started in 

Punjab also. Randhawa 
said he would join the 
Yatra from today.

CM Ashok Gehlot, his 
ex- Dy CM Sachin Pilot 
and the Congress’ State 
Unit Chief  GS Dotasara 
congratulated Randha-
wa on his appointment 
as party’s in-charge for 
Rajasthan. 

CM Gehlot tweeted 
saying that under Rand-
hawa’s guidance, the 
Congress would unite 
and become stronger.

‘Will take assigned duty as challenge, will never back down’
COMMITTED TOWARDS PARTY

ENERGETIC CROWD CONTINUES TO 
JOIN RAHUL ON 2ND DAY OF YATRA 
Amit Mishra, Aditi Nagar, 
Yogesh Sharma, Bhanwar 
S Charan, Dimple Sharma,  
Tripti Gautam and  
Arif Mansoori

Jhalawar/Kota: Tues-
day was the second day 
of  Rahul Gandhi’s 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in 
Rajasthan. The Yatra, 
which started from Jhal-
awar’s Sports Complex 
at around 6 am, took a 
lunch break after com-
pleting the 10 Km jour-
ney. The journey of  the 
2nd phase started from 
Deori Ghata in Jhalawar 
district and entered 
Kota district. On Tues-
day, the second phase of  
the Yatra began at 3.30 
pm. Huge crowd joined 
the Yatra.  

Interestingly, a boar 
entered the journey & 
the security personnel 
immediately chased it 
away. Rahul’s convoy 
stopped for tea break at 
Jai Mata Di Dhaba, 3 km 
before Kota’s Hiriya 
Khedi Highway at 
around 5 pm and the 
journey resumed at 
around 5.15 pm.

During a press confer-

ence Congress leader 
Kanhaiya Kumar at-
tacked the BJP and said 
that the BJP crossed all 
limits in Gujarat polls. 
“The purpose of  this 
Yatra is not election, but 
emotion”, he said.

Rahul Gandhi walks with two Divyangs during the ‘Bharat Jodo 
Yatra’ in Jhalawar on Tuesday. Also seen here is GS Dotasra and 
others.  (Inset): Rahul Gandhi interacts with Chief Minister Ashok 
Gehlot during the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in Jhalawar on Tuesday. 

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA

Rahul Gandhi is accompanied by folk artistes from the Hadouti 
region during his ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ in Jhalawar on Tuesday. 

Rahul Gandhi interacts with Amin Kagzi while 
walking during the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra.’ 

Rahul Gandhi with Girraj Malinga during the 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ on Tuesday. 

Rahul Gandhi with Sachin Pilot.

Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa arrives at Jaipur airport on Tuesday. 

Cops arrest BJP 
leader, 50 others 
for staging dharna 
during Yatra

Kota: Unruly scenes 
were witnessed during 
the Bharat Jodo Yatra 
in Kota on Tuesday, 
when the police had to 
resort to a lathi charge 
to disperse the agitating 
farmers accompanied 
by BJP leader & ex-
MLA Hiralal Nagar. 
The incident occurred  
at  Moru Kalan village 
of  Kota district where 
BJY was scheduled for 
a night halt on Tuesday. 
BJP’s Kisan Morcha 
State V-P Hiralal Nagar 
& farmers gathered at 
the venue &  demanded 
to meet Rahul Gandhi 
to seek a complete waiv-
er of  farm loan & sub-
mit a memo also. The 
cops then arrested MLA 
Hiralal Nagar and 50 
others including farm-
ers, who were staging a 
dharna at the venue.  

The journey of the second phase of Yatra 
started from Deori Ghata in Jhalawar 

district and entered the Kota district

Children in school dress were brought to 
BJP rallies during polls. CMs have been 

changed like clothes in Guj: Kanhaiya Kumar

	z PHED Minister Dr Ma-
hesh Joshi reached Kota 
on Tuesday & will join 
the Yatra on Wednesday. 
“Be it Congress workers 
or the common masses 
in Rajasthan, everyone 
is excited about the 
Yatra,” Joshi said. Joshi 
welcomed appointment 
of new state Congress in-
charge Sukhjinder Singh 
Randhawa.

	z The slogan’Jai Siyaram’ 
has started resound-
ing during the Yatra. 
Bharat Yatris and other 
participants have also 
started welcoming each 
other chanting ‘Jai 
Siyaram.’

	z Food and Civil Supplies 
Minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas will stay 
away from the ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ till Decem-
ber 10 after his shoulder 
got injured as a drone 
fell upon him. Doctors 
have advised him for 
medical check up and 
complete rest.

	z MLA Divya Maderna met 
Rahul Gandhi twice in the 
last two days. She had a 
conversation with Rahul 
for about 15 minutes on 
Monday.

CM Ashok Gehlot during his visit to a hospital in Jhalawar 
enquires about the well-being of Raghuveer Meena, who was 
injured during the Yatra on Monday. GS Dotasra is also seen. 

CONG WON’T BE BENEFITTED FROM THIS YATRA: RATHORE
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: Taking a jibe at 
Rahul Gandhi’s Bharat 
Jodo Yatra, Dy LoP Ra-
jendra Rathore on Tues-
day invited Gandhi to 
also visit Churu, 
Rathore’s constituency, 
so that roads are re-
paired there and the 
farmers get fertilizer on 
time. He said Churu has 
been neglected for the 
last 4 years.

Targeting the Gehlot 
government over the 
expenditure on the 
Yatra, Rathore asked as 

to who will give the ac-
count of  the five-star 
tents being set up for 
Rahul Gandhi. 

“State Congress is do-

ing a show and a drama. 
Congress is not going to 
get any benefit from 
this Yatra,” he told the 
media on Tuesday.

“Roads are being ren-
ovated without provi-
sion of  budget, five-star 
tents are being set up 
after destroying the 
crops of  farmers and 
large grounds are being 
levelled, food arrange-
ments for thousands of  
people are being made at 
different stages. The 
Chief  Minister, who 
talks about simplicity, 
should answer the pub-
lic about the budget of  
the government being 
used for all these ar-
rangements,” the Dy 
LoP  Rathore  added.

Jaipur: BJP State President Dr Satish Poonia raised 
his 2nd question to Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday. He said 
that Rajasthan is a peaceful state, but it is burning in 
the fire of crimes under the rule of the 
Congress government. “Today 8.31 lakh 
cases are its hallmark. Maximum 37% 
crimes against women, 27% crimes 
against Scheduled Castes and 38% 
crimes against Scheduled Tribes, this 
is the culmination. More than 1.50 lakh 
cases have been registered for crimes 
against women, there have been more than 26,000 
incidents of rape,” Poonia said in his video message. 
Poonia said that though Gandhi has come here for 
political tourism, but at least he should have taken care 
of the Congress government.

RAJ BURNING IN FIRE OF CRIMES 
UNDER CONG RULE: DR POONIA

Kanhaiya Kumar addresses the media during a press 
conference in Jhalawar on Tuesday. Also seen here is 
Jairam Ramesh.

Jhalawar (PTI): Congress 
leader Kanhaiya Kumar 
in a press conference, 
claimed that the day 
wasn’t far when those 
shouting ‘Modi, Modi’ 
will raise slogans of 
‘mehangai, mehangai’ as 
the real issues of employ-
ment, food and water are 
being put on the back-
burner by government.

Kumar also accused 
BJP of adopting dou-
ble standards, saying 
complaints are made 
when children come to 
the ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ but 
no action is taken when 
the PM allegedly “uses” 
children for election cam-

paigning in Gujarat.
Referring to a video 

showing a youth shout-
ing ‘Modi, Modi’ from a 
rooftop, he said the day 
is not far when people 
will shout ‘mehangai-
mehangai’. I believe that 
day will come”. Kumar 
said to undermine Yatra, 
BJP leaders make issues 
out of non-issues like 
shoelace, T-shirt etc. Party 
Gen Secy Jairam Ramesh 
said time has come for 
‘exit’ of exit polls. “Raising 
questions on basis of exit 
polls isn’t fair. We know 
how, why & under whose 
influence such exit polls 
are conducted,” he said.  

REAL ISSUES FACING MASSES BEING 
IGNORED BY THE CENTRE: KANHAIYA

TOURISM DEPT TO HOLD 
CULTURAL EVENTS

CM Gehlot, Dotasra & Pilot extend 
their best wishes to Randhawa

RANDHAWA TO JOIN 
RAGA’s YATRA TODAY

CONGRESS LAUNCHES ‘KYUN NA JUDE’ CAMPAIGN DURING YATRA

The Congress on Tuesday also 
launched a campaign called 

‘Why not join’. The aim of this 
campaign is to bring to the fore the 
problems, troubles and feelings of 
the people of India which are being 
witnessed since the beginning of 
the journey.Congress communica-
tions in-charge Jairam Ramesh 

launched the campaign at a press 
conference. The party also re-
leased a short film highlighting the 
impact of inflation.In the coming 
days, three more short films re-
lated to ‘Kyun Na Jude’ campaign 
will be released, which will focus 
on unemployment, social harmony 
and unity.

Rajasthan Congress’ 
newly appointed State 

in-charge, Sukhjinder Singh 
Randhawa will join ‘Bharat 
Jodo Yatra’ on Wednesday. 
He was scheduled to reach  
Kota from Jaipur airport on 
Tuesday night.

The Tourism Dept is respon-
sible for entertainment in 

BJY. Orders have been issued 
via Collectors of districts 
falling in Yatra route. District 
Collectors have been made in-
charges of travel (protocol).  
Tourism Dept will schedule 
the presentation of cultural 
programmes daily during the 
Yatra. Special presentation of 
folk dance and music will be 
given in the journey.

Sukhjinder Singh Rand-
hawa@Sukhjinder_INC
Grateful to @INCIndia 

President @kharge ji, our 
leaders shri @Rahul-

Gandhi ji & Sonia Ji for 
appointing me as the 
incharge of @INCRa-

jasthan & a member of 
the steering committee. 
I assure you that I will 

give my best to meet up 
to the huge expectations 
the party has set for me.

	❍ MAJOR 
 HIGHLIGHTS

Rajendra Rathore addresses a press conference at BJP HQs.

RAHUL TO INAUGURATE ISARDA 
PROJECT IN DAUSA ON DECEMBER 15
Dausa: Rahul Gandhi will lay foundation stone of 
Isarda project in Lalsot when Bharat Jodo Yatra 
will reach Lalsot on December 15 at 8 am. A 
meeting will be organised during which Gandhi 
will lay the foundation stone. He can also lay the 
foundation stone of many other development 
works. An intermediate pumping station will be 
built under Isarda project in Bagdi village. Water 
will reach the entire Dausa district from pumping 
station, said Health Minister Parsadi Lal Meena. 
CM gave nod for this late on Monday night. Dausa 
DM Qummer Choudhary reached Lalsot on Tues-
day  met Parsadi Lal at SDM office.

—
PHOTO BY SUNIL SHARM
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eauty and brains, pleas-
ure and usability – they 
should go hand in hand as 
beauty gets the attention 
and Personality gets the 
heart. From handling her 
little dreams to wearing 

the crown of  First India Queen 
Victoria has proved that atti-
tude, knowledge and skills are 
the best foundation of  real 
beauty. 

Victoria’s inimitable style 
transformation from fresh-
faced girl to modelling 
powerhouse shook every-
one, when asked about her 
struggle the crowned 
beauty comes from a 
humble background 
which instilled in her the 
virtue of  being kind and 
giving. She spends a day 
every week in commu-
nity service to give back 
to society in small ways.

As an elder daughter 
growing up she was 
backed with responsibili-
ties and challenges to set 
an example, and to make 
her family proud, cer-
tainly, she has. Being 
born and brought up in 
Mumbai she has a bach-
elor’s degree in Mass 
Media from St Andrew’s 
College.

She started her pro-
fessional life as  Social 
Media  Marketing In-
tern at Reliance Nip-
pon Life Insurance and 
Currently is working 
as an Account Execu-
tive at an Advertising 

Firm. Victoria started a 
small business page on 

Instagram (@vii_crochet-

clothing). during the lockdown 
“It’s a hobby turned into a small 
business” she says with pride.

The elegant queen further said, 
“I am extremely grateful to Dr 
Jagdeesh Chandra and First  
India Queen for making my dream 
come true, something great like 
this can only be visualized by JC 
sir, he has opened open the gates 
of  opportunity for many deserving 
girls like us.”

Victoria Fernandes, a supermodel 
hailing from Mumbai and one of the 
finalists of First India Queen shares 
he inspiring journey with City First!

EMPRESS OF HER
KINGDOM

UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR
uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in

B 

 Victoria Fernandes, First runner-up during the grand finale of First India Queen
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RITIKA KHANNA, Fashion Infl uencer

ARIES
MAR 21 - APR 20

Listening to 
someone’s 
advice on the 
professional front 
will be in your 
interest.  You are 
very generous 
by nature and 
also you are the 

backbone of your family. Be careful of the 
words that come out of your mouth. Your 
lover may fi nally say yes to get married 
to you.

LIBRA
SEPT 24 - OCTOBER 22

Fortunes are set 
to rise for those 
in trade and 
business.  You 
love to live close 
to your family. 
You are a child at 
heart and never 
let this child die. 

You have a big heart and you always help 
someone if you can. Expected payments 
are likely to get released soon. 

TAURUS
APR 21 - MAY 20

It will be in 
your interest to 
guide a family 
youngster on the 
academic front.  
Scrumptious food 
is what you are 
craving for today. 
You may start a 

side business to earn extra money. You 
are not a jealous kind and you feel happy 
for others. You are a very grounded 
person.

SCORPIO
OCT 23 - NOVEMBER 22 

Family will be 
supportive of 
your ideas, but 
only to an extent.  
You give tough 
competition 
to people. You 
will get special 
treatment from 

your dear ones. Good health is assured 
through own efforts. Meeting people you 
get along with well is likely to make the 
day enjoyable for you.

GEMINI 
MAY 21 - JUNE 21

Your spouse 
is someone 
who can do 
anything for 
your happiness. 
You are happy 
spending whole 
day at home. 
Tensions on the 

family front may sorted out.  Help your 
mothers at home today and give them a 
reason to smile. You are opportunist and 
this will make you successful one day.

SAGITTARIUS
NOV 23 - DEC 22

 Whatever you 
have in mind, 
you will manage 
to implement 
it at work. You 
are likely to feel 
much healthy and 
energetic today.  
Visit a doctor if 

you have any doubts about your health. 
You want to have your own house and 
you will work hard to make your dream 
come true. 

CANCER
JUNE 22 - JULY 23

You must create 
an environment 
of understanding 
at home. Your 
regular exercise 
routine promises 
to keep you fi t 
and energetic.  
You will succeed 

in any sort of examination if you put your 
heart and soul to it. You need a break 
from day to tensions and the way to cope 
up with stress is to meditate. 

CAPRICORN
DEC 23 - JAN 20

You are most 
wanted by your 
friends. You can 
have romantic 
affair in offi ce 
and a serious 
one. You will 
invest money 
in clothes and 

accessories today. You are a God fearing 
person. Never demotivate someone 
even if someone is not capable of doing 
something. 

LEO
JULY 24 - AUGUST 23

Pending 
paperwork 
concerning a 
property will be 
completed. Your 
spouse may make 
you spend more . 
Admit your faults 
in relationship. 

Fantastic day for investing money in stock 
market as you can make fortune. You 
miss your parents and somewhere fear to 
loose them.

AQUARIUS
JAN 21 - FEB 19

You make sure to 
make things work 
your way. You 
will feel amorous 
towards your 
wife. Work on 
your limitations, 
there can be no 
better time than 

this. You have more opposite sex friends 
than the same and you may be judged 
sometimes but don’t care.  

VIRGO
AUG 24 - SEP 23

You are very 
fortunate to have 
a great friend 
circle.   You care 
about you lover 
but somehow 
hesitate in 
expressing that 
care. On social 

front, you may have to spend some extra 
money in buying gifts for someone for 
some specifi c occasion. Overall health 
will be satisfactory.

PISCES
FEB20 - MARCH 20

Some of you are 
likely to enjoy an 
excursion with 
friends.You will 
feel fi nancially 
comfortable. 
Your personality 
will attract many 
eligible bachelors. 

Spend time talking with likeminded 
people as it will make you feel good for 
now. You will fall in love today with your 
old friend.

YOUR 
DAY

Horoscope by 
Saurabbh Sachdeva

human brain is a 
unique machine 
which can think 
endlessly and talk 
with itself  on so 
many subjects in-
cluding bizarre and 

familiar. The mind which is 
like cloud storage in a digital 
device and is beyond scope of  
any definition, can talk with 
itself  or rather itself  talks 
continuously. 

This self-talk can be posi-
tive or negative. A positive 
internal dialogue makes a 
person feel good about self  
and situations while nega-
tive self-talk is a product of  
intense anxiety, lack of  con-
fidence and self-belief. Think-
ing is easy and spontaneous 
but positive thinking needs 
training as well as guidance.

 A person capable of  posi-

tive self-talk can think opti-
mistically to get motivated. 
As a result of  this optimism, 
it becomes easier to tide over 
the crisis and find a better 
solution even if  the situation 
or problem is beyond total 
resolution. This way, our 
thinking becomes introspec-
tion and contemplation. In-
trospection may bring out 
our strength to cope with ad-
versity and helps in finding a 
solution. This internal dia-

logue is a natural cognitive 
process which helps in im-
proving mental health, work 
performance and relation-
ships.  Very recent studies 
and observations by alert 
clinicians have shown that 
people who had positive self-
talk fared better on the 
ground of  anxiety and death 
during Covid 19 pandemic.

There were lesser inci-
dents of  obsessive-compul-
sive behaviour regarding 
extreme hygiene of  hands 
and mouth. The positive self-
talk helped them cope better 
than others as far as emotion-
al storms were concerned. As 
per a school study, the stu-
dents who had a habit of  self-
talk did better in school de-
bate and speech competitions 
as it boosted their morale.

A 2022 study concluded 
that athletes who were talk-
ing with themselves gave a 
superior and consistent per-
formance on the ground and 
even enjoyed the tremendous 
stress they underwent.

One more thing that came 
to light was that the athletes 
who used words like you or 
their first name as a second 
person to talk showed im-
proved and steady progress 

than the group which used 
the word I as a second person. 
This indicates that an egois-
tic attitude is a hindrance to 
improvement and upgrade.

 Then there is a huge group 
of  people perpetually in-
volved in negative self-talk. 
This is, in fact, an almost to-
tal majority in many groups 
of  human societies. Their 
behaviour of  negative self-
talk is detrimental to self-es-
teem and self-worth. They 

always underestimate their 
capabilities.  This leads to 
self-fulfilling prophecies of  

doom and a vicious cy-
cle of  negativism. In 
their talk with them-
selves, they repeat 
again and again that 
they won’t succeed, 
and that things are be-
yond their control. 
This behaviour puts 
them at a disadvantage 
as they won’t put their 
full effort to achieve a 
goal or change a situa-
tion. Because of  this 
temperament, they 
won’t succeed but con-

clude that I already told you, 
I already knew&quot; This 
self-inflicted failure may 
push them towards depres-
sion and anxiety.

The whole situation can be 
changed by proper training 
by an experienced mentor or 
behaviour therapist with a 
philosophical inclination. As 
a negative attitude is a habit 
so it can be changed. A diffi-
cult situation can be taken as 
a challenge rather than an 

obstacle. I can’t do situation 
can be perceived as an oppor-
tunity to prove one&#39;s 
worth. We all mess up life at 
one point or another. A posi-
tive talk is capable of  con-
verting messed up incidents 
as part of  experience and 
learning. One may fail but 
the potential to succeed 
hasn’t been lost by this single 
failure if  one is ready to try 
again.

Life might be miserable 
but always remember that it 
could have been in the worst 
situation.

People may dislike but you 
need not worry till you love 
and like yourself. Self-love 
has no baggage and condi-
tions. Learn to love yourself. 
You might not be knowing a 
lot of  things but everything 
is fine if  you want to know 
and put your best efforts in 
that direction. We all suc-
cumb to negativity off  and on 
but if  it becomes a dominant 
behaviour pattern, you need 
help and should seek it at the 
earliest without any 
hesitation.

DR RAMAWTAR
cityfirst@firstindia.co.in

A

LEARN TO 
TALK WITH 
YOURSELF



K
atrina Kaif  is current-
ly enjoying her mar-
ried life with Vicky 
Kaushal. After keep-

ing their relationship under 
wraps, the love birds got mar-
ried in December last year in 
an intimate ceremony in Ra-
jasthan. Now, ahead of  their 
first anniversary, the actress 
was seen making a style state-
ment at the Mumbai airport 
earlier today. Katrina never 
fails to impress when it 
comes to fashion. 

Katrina was seen entering 
the Mumbai airport on Tues-
day morning. She decided to 
opt for a casual outfit. In the 
video, the ace actress is seen 
sporting a blue oversized t-
shirt with a pair of  ripped 

jeans. She styled 
her look with mini-
mal makeup, chic 
sunglasses and soft 
curls. The actress sure-
ly looked like a breath 
of  fresh air in an-all 
blue look.

N
avya Naveli Nanda is one of  the most fa-
mous star kids. She has not entered Bol-
lywood but still 
enjoys a huge 

fan following. Her show 
What The Hell Navya on 
the podcast is very popu-
lar among fans. Well, 
Shweta Bachchan and 
Nikhil Nanda’s daugh-

ter are celebrating 
her birthday today. Her friend Ananya 

Panday took to her Instagram stories 
and wished her. She also shared a pic-

ture from their vacation.

V
icky Kaushal, Ki-
ara Advani, and 
Bhumi Pednekar 
are currently 

gearing up for the re-
lease of  their upcoming 
film, Govinda Naam 
Mera. It is directed by 
Shashank Khaitan and 
will be released on Dis-
ney+ Hotstar on Decem-
ber 16. The film is being 
produced by Karan Jo-
har’s Dharma Produc-
tions. Ahead of  the 
film’s release, on Tues-
day, the makers of  Go-
vinda Naam 
Mera unveiled 
the third 
song titled 
Kyaa Baat 
Haii 2.0 
which is 
recreated 
v e r s i o n 
o f  
H a r r dy 
Sand-

hu’s hit Punjabi song 
Kya Baat Ay. In the 
three-minute-eleven-
seconds long video, 
Vicky and Kiara can be 
seen flaunting their 
‘dancer’ moves as they 
grooved to the track. 
Kyaa Baat Haii 2.0 is 
composed by B Praak 
and recreated by Tan-
ishk Bagchi, it is written 
by Jaani. Sung by Harrdy 
Sandhu and Nikhita 
Gandhi. Sharing the 
song, Vicky captioned it: 
“Yeh sirf  gaana nahi hai, 
it’s a whole vibe and it’s 

all yours now! 
#KyaaBaatHaii 2.0 

song out now.” Ki-
ara, on the oth-

er hand, 
wrote: “Get 
ready for 
the groovi-

est tune 
i n 
town!” 
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Simple 
sweet

t’s a pink and pretty world right now 
and we’re happy to be its desi mem-
bers. Need a good five-minute look at 
what we’re loving today and forever? 
Shraddha Kapoor’s latest airport look 
features all our favourites from head 
to toe. She fully is a doll and it’s also 

the total blast of  glamour we dig here. Attend-
ing weddings and family gatherings sounds 
like a December lifestyle so we’re here to talk 
about something note-worthy right now. Give 
a head start to the ethnic season with this fresh 
inspiration that came just in time. It’s been a 
while since we spotted the Kapoor girl at the 
airport. Thank you for this gem, Shraddha. 
Dressed in what could be deemed as a hero 
pick, the Bollywood actress’s Anarkali is as 
flawless as it comes. Made to play fabulous 
and remain versatile, it got us in a minute. 
She donned a Gopi Vaid monotone pink set 
which was utterly regal with a midi kurta 
and its features like scoop neckline.

I

Shraddha Kapoor

Yashoda’s 
OTT debut

A
fter taking 
the cinema 
halls by 
storm, Sa-

mantha Ruth Prab-
hu’s new-age thrill-
er Yashoda is all set 
to entertain the 
movie buffs on the 
OTT platform. The 
much-appreciated 
drama will be pre-
miered on 9th De-
cember this year.

For those who 
have not witnessed 
the film yet, it talks 
about a woman 
named Yashoda, 
who opts to become 
a surrogate mother 

in an attempt to 
raise funds for her 
sister’s surgery. 
During her stay at 
the surrogacy cen-
tre, she uncovers a 
deep-rooted medical 
scam. The film will 
be premiered in 240 
countries world-
wide in multiple 
languages including 
Telugu, Tamil, Kan-
nada, Hindi, and 
Malayalam on Ama-
zon Prime. Sharing 
the news, the OTT 
platform Tweeted, 
“unravel this oh-so-
mysterious trap 
with Yashoda.” 
Helmed by director 
duo Haresh Naray-
an and K. Hari 
Shankar, Yashoda 
also features Unni 
Mukundan, Var-

alakshmi Sarath-
kumar, Sampath 
Raj, and Murali 
Sharma in pivotal 
roles, along with 
others.

Samantha

W
ith December 25 
just around the 
corner, excite-
ment for Christ-

mas is at its peak. The lat-
est celeb to embrace the 
festive mood is Pooja 
Hegde. The Radhe Shyam 
star took to her Instagram 
handle and shared a hap-
py post with the caption, 
“My most favorite time of  

the year is here and San-
ta’s squad was back in ac-
tion to help set the mood...
Joy and good vibes only# 
happypuppy.” The video 
featured her having a 

good time decorat-
ing the Christ-
mas tree. Re-
cently, Pooja 
Hegde informed 
through social media that 
she has started using spec-
tacles. Dropping some 
stills of  herself  in specs 
on the photo-sharing app, 
she wrote, “Guess who’s 
a chashmish now?”

KIARA STEALS 
THE SHOW

‘My partner in everything’

‘Breath of fresh air’
Ananya Panday

Still from the song

Katrina Kaif

Pooja Hegde

Christmas mode on for Pooja

Her post...

Katrina Kaif’s 
casual look

Ananya’s post...

Shraddha in Gopi Vaid monotone pink set

Still from the movie
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

fter winning 
the hearts of  
his fans with 
his comedy in 
Rohit Shetty’s 
Golmaal Tus-
shar Kapoor is 

back in the world of  
acting with his much-
awaited blockbuster 
‘Maarrich’ starring 
Telugu star Seerat 
Kapoor. The reel-life 
power couple shared 
some insights about 
their upcoming 
thriller in an ex-
clusive interview 
with City First!

TUSSHAR KAPOOR:
Do you think, 
Maarrich will help 

you to build an ‘Ac-
tion Hero’ image 

from a comic actor 
in B-Town?
I never planned to 

get ‘Action Hero’ tag, I just 
wanted to show the world 
that I am more than you 
think! After my iconic 
role in Golmaal, people 
have kept me in a box 
and I wanted to make my-
self  free from this box, defi-
nitely I would love to do differ-
ent roles, not just action so 
that I would not fall into an-
other Box again. 

From comedy movies to ac-
tion thrillers how difficult it 
was to play these characters 
and what is your creative 
process behind every role?
Golmaal was really challeng-

ing, I learned a lot from many 
workshops for that iconic 

role of  ‘Lucky’ and in-
deed comedy is diffi-

cult, I believe that laugh-
ter is a wine of  the soul, it 

always comes from within 
so it is difficult to make peo-

ple laugh. Yes for this charac-
ter as well we have taken work-
shops. Besides rehearsals, we 
use our imagination and per-
sonal meditating techniques 
to inbuild each character.

SEERAT KAPOOR:
What are your expectations 
from Maarichh, your debut 
film to B-town?

I have no expectations rather I 
am super excited about this 
movie. Working with fine ac-
tors in the industry like Na-
seeruddin Shah, Tusshar Ka-
poor and Anita Hassanandani 
etc was fun. I got a completely 
new audience and I am really 
grateful for this movie. 

Please describe your  
character in the film.
My role in the film was a  
top model, who is also a  
very sensitive human and who 
feels every emotion deeply. 
She wants to keep her real  
and transparent in front of  
everyone.

TUSSHAR IN A COP AVATAR!
UTTKARSHA SHEKHAR

uttkarsha.shekhar@firstindia.co.in

A

GREETINGS!

Jagdeesh Chandra was greeted by Mahendra Setia and 
Arjun Das Setia, as they reached the former’s residence to 
gift him ‘Amar Smritiyan’ on Tuesday.  ‘Amar Smritiyan’ is a 
book written in the loving memory of their parents, the late 
Girdhari Lal Setia and the late Lajvanti Devi Setia.

The live demonstration and exhibition of the art of puppet 
artists organised by the Development Commissioner, Ministry 
of Handicraft Textiles, New Delhi and the exhibition organised 
by Rajputana Handicrafts Institute, Jaipur were inaugurated 
by the Chief Guest, Chairman of Rajasthan Small Industries 
Corporation, Rajiv Arora, along with Shivkumar on Tuesday. 
Assistant Director Handicrafts and Shilpguru Dr Inder Singh 
Kudrat were also present on the occasion. The program was 
completed in Rajasthan Chamber Bhavan MI Road Jaipur.

Swasti Arya Chowdhary, a resident of Foysagar Square, 
Ajmer has made the state proud by winning gold for the 
fourth consecutive time in the State Boxing Championship 
2022 held in Jaipur recently. On Sunday, December 4, Swasti 
won the matches by defeating Jaipur’s female boxer Anjali 
Chowdhary and once again won the gold medal. Swasti has 
also won gold medals in Jaipur, Jhunjhunu, and Jodhpur. 
Swasti plays in the 48 kg category and will represent 
Rajasthan for the fourth consecutive time in the National 
Boxing Championship to be held in the coming days.

Jaipur Jewellery Show (JJS) Organising Committee 
inspected the Pink Club booths on Tuesday. They approved 
the colour and the quality of the booths. This was informed 
by the JJS spokesperson, Ajay Kala. He further informed 
that a special feature of JJS this year is the Pink Club which 
is a new B2B initiative. Over the years the JJS has been 
incorporating innovative initiatives from year to year.  It is to 
be noted that this prestigious jewellery fair will be held at the 
Jaipur Exhibition and Convention Centre (JECC) in Sitapura 
from December 23 to 26. 

A Naad Swaram classical music festival is being organized 
on December 7-8 in collaboration with Rajasthan Sangeet 
Natak Akademi, Jodhpur and JKK, Jaipur. The two-day event 
will have various performances related to classical music. 
On December 7, Saurabh Vashisht will present classical 
singing while Marwar Sangeet Ratna awardee Basant Kabra 
will present sarod playing. On December 8, 13-year-old 
Mohammad Zaman will perform tabla playing.

BUILDING HEALTH RELATIONS!
CITY FIRST

M
adhya Pradesh 
is a holistic 
state with nu-
merous oppor-

tunities for investment 
in the tourism sector. 
The three features of  
the Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Policy – Acces-
sibility, Comprehensive 
and Transparency – 
make it a favoured desti-
nation for investment. 
Furthermore, the 
state has excellent 
air, rail and road 
connectivity, etc. 
This was stated by 
the Joint Director, MP 
Tourism Board, Suresh 
Jhariya on Tuesday. He 
was speaking at the 
Madhya Pradesh Tour-
ism Investors’ Meet in 
Jaipur. The event was 

organised by MPTB in 
association with the 
Federation of  Indian 
Chambers of  Commerce 

and Industry.
Jhariya further 

said that for private 
investors there is a 

dedicated tourism 
board with a tourism 
promotion unit. The 
state is also endowed 
with ample heritage 
properties as well as 
rich wildlife resources 
with a number of  re-

serves and national 
parks. A detailed film 
highlighting MP as a po-
tential destination for 
investment in tourism 
was also shown.

Tourism Expert and 
Ex-Director of  Madhya 
Pradesh Tourism Board, 
Gov of  MP, AK Rajoria 
said that there is poten-
tial for niche tourism in 
the state. The proximity 
of  the state to Rajasthan 
is also an added advan-
tage. 

GRADUATION CEREMONY!
CITY FIRST

‘G
r a d u a t i o n 
C e r e m o -
ny-2022’ was 
organised at 

Birla Auditorium 
Jaipur by Birla Institute 
of  Technology, Mesra, 
Jaipur Campus located 
in Malviya Industrial 
Area. 160 students from 
all fields were awarded 
their bachelor’s degrees 
at the ceremony. 

The chief  guest of  
the function was 
Honorable Dr 
Samit Sharma, who 
is working as Secre-
tary, of  the Department 
of  Social Justice and 

Empowerment, Gov 
of  Raj. He addressed 

the esteemed guests, fac-
ulty members, press and 

media etc and appreci-
ated the philanthropic 
efforts of  the Birla 
Group and their various 

works for humanity 
while highlighting the 
development of  the In-
dian education system.

Addressing the event, 
Dr Piyush Tiwari, Direc-
tor of  the Institute said, 
“Coming together is a 

beginning; Living to-
gether is progress and 
working together is a 
success.” He emphasized 
the fact that despite all 
the hurdles coming our 
way, our aim is this grad-
uate degree. He said that 
he is proud of  each and 
every student. Arup Zut-
shi (Global Chairman of  
American business con-
sulting firm Frost & Sul-
livan and President of  
Bitosa, Silicon Valley, 
USA) and Dr Padmini 
Padmanabhan (Profes-
sor, Department of  Bio-
engineering and Bio-
technology) were pre-
sent as guests of  honour 
on the occasion.

BACK TO THE ROOTS
CITY FIRST

T
he most awaited 
Polo match of  
the year, Ma-
thuradas Ma-

thur Memorial exhibi-
tion Polo cup - season 3 
is scheduled to take 
place at Maharaja Gaj 
Singh sports foundation 
Polo ground at Jodhpur 
on December 11.

The 2 successful sea-
sons were held at 
Rambagh polo 
grounds Jaipur in 
January 2020 & 
September 2021 re-
spectively. 

Vishaal Mathur, 
Grandson of  late Ma-
thuradas Mathur said 
“This year the cup is 
moving to Jodhpur as 
his late Grandfather 
was from Jodhpur and 
he is honouring pre-
sent HH. Gaj Singh’s 
wishes that the match 
should be played in 
Jodhpur due to the 
close ties between 
both families.” 

The venue partner 
for this match is Hotel 
Park Plaza Jodhpur. 

Vishaal Mathur, or-
ganiser and promoter 
of  MDM Polo cup has 
also organised POLO a 
match Afterparty at 
the iconic Mehran-

garh fort. Eminent 
brands such as Suhana 
Foods, Suvrat & Tan-
ya, Bharat24 news 

channel, Fashion TV, 
Audi Jaipur, Diageo 
and Grovers are asso-
ciated with the MDM 
cup this year. Gaj Sin-
gh of  the erstwhile 
member of  Marwar 
royal family is the 
Chief  Guest for the 
evening and Jagdeesh 
Chandra along with 
Kashiff  Khan, MD of  
Fashion TV India will 
be the guest of  honour.

Rishee Miglani is 
the brand ambassador 
for the MDM POLO 
cup and says “Vishal is 
doing a great job, pro-
moting the Royal sport 
of  polo. I’m glad to be 
the brand ambassador 
of  this prestigious 
polo cup, and I’m so 
looking fwd to this sea-
son in Jodhpur.”

STAR IN THE CITY!

Daler Singh, 
better known as 
Daler Mehndi, a 

famous Indian 
singer, songwriter, 
author, and record 

producer was 
papped at Jaipur 

International Airport 
on Tuesday for a 

private affair.
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Seerat Kapoor

Seerat Kapoor and Tusshar Kapoor

Rishee Miglani

Vishaal Mathur

(L-R) Ajay Singha, Ranvijay Singh,
AK Rajoria, Surendra Singh Shahpura and Suresh Jhariya

During the graduation ceremony
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